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Welcome to Kindergarten at Baler Primary School.  We look forward to sharing this special year with you 
and your child.  This booklet aims to provide you with information about our  

Kindergarten Program to ensure a smooth start to the year. 
 If any questions arise as you read through this booklet, please do not hesitate to ask one of our friendly 

staff. 
 

2020 TERM DATES  
 

 
 
 
    

 
 

 
 
 

 
2020 SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DAYS 

STUDENTS DO NOT ATTEND  
 
 

Term 2 :   Fri 29th May  
Term 3 : Fri 31st July 

Term 4 : Mon 12th Oct 
Term 4 : Fri 18th Dec 

 

SCHOOL TIMES 
   

 8:00am Classrooms open 

 8:20am Lessons start 
 

10:10am  Recess (eating time) 
 10:30am  Recess (play time) 
10:50am  Lessons resume 

 
11.30am Crunch and Sip (shared fruit) 

 
 

 12:30pm  Lunch (eating time) 

 12:50pm  Lunch (play time) 

 
 

1.20pm  Lessons resume 

 2:20pm  End of day 

 Students Start Students Finish 

   

Term 1  Mon 3 Feb     Thurs 9 April 

Term 2  Tues 28 Apr      Fri 3 July 

Term 3   Mon 20 July     Fri 25 Sep  

Term 4 Tues 13 Oct         Thurs 17 Dec  
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PREPARING FOR KINDY 
Towards the end of the Christmas holidays it is a good idea to talk to your child about starting 
Kindergarten.  If you can build a sense of anticipation and enthusiasm about coming to  
Kindergarten, the first day should be easier and more enjoyable for your child.  Our teachers 
are sensitive to children’s needs and will offer help and guidance.  However, the more  
everyday, safe tasks your child can manage for themselves, the more they will feel in control. 
We hope that you will encourage your child to become independent, especially with morning 
routines. 

 
DAILY CHECKLIST FOR HOME 
 

  school bag 
  hats: broad brimmed hats are part of the school uniform policy 
  closed in shoes - sneakers or sandals 
  packed recess and lunch  
  water bottle  

 piece of fruit or vegetable to share for Crunch and Sip 
 spare set of clothes (including underwear) 
      library bag  
      make sure your child’s name is on everything 

 
MORNING ROUTINE AT KINDY 

When we arrive at Kindy each day, we: 

 

                            put our hat and lunch into our pigeon hole 
    put our fruit in the designated bowl 
    put our water bottle into the designated basket/crate 

 
BEGINNING OF THE DAY 
Parents are responsible for their children until the door is opened at the start of the day.  
Children should not be left unsupervised before 8am.  Please stay with them until the  
classroom is opened.  If you arrive late, just open the door and see your child into the room.   
Students are not permitted to access play ground equipment before school due to teachers 
preparing for the day. 
All our teachers welcome parents to spend time with their child par-
ticipating in activities prior to the start of lessons at 8:20am.  When it 
is time to leave, you should do so firmly.  Staff are very  
experienced at settling children down if they are upset at this time. 
Prolonging this separation can often make children more upset.   
 
 



 

 

ATTENDANCE  -  EVERY DAY COUNTS! 
Regular attendance at school is of vital importance to ensure students can maximise their po-
tential for academic, social and emotional growth.  Children should attend school every day un-
less they are unwell.  Improving student attendance is currently a priority for Baler Primary 
School and the Department of Education.  It is a legal requirement for schools to keep attend-
ance records and seek explanations for absences.  Baler Primary School closely monitors and 
documents every student’s attendance.  Please assist us by providing a verbal or written ex-
planation to your child’s classroom teacher if they are away.  Notice of attendance can be en-
tered on Skoolbag App this is a mobile App for our school to communicate directly with parents 
and caregivers.  It works through both smart phones and smart devices.  Please refer to 
Skoolbag flyer in kindy pack. 
 
Taking family holidays during the school term is strongly discouraged.  Should this be neces-
sary, families are asked to make an appointment with one of the school’s Deputy Principals to 
discuss this.   
 
Regular attendance from day one in Kindergarten will help establish a positive ‘attendance ca-
reer’ for your child.  If the school can help you improve your child’s attendance, please don’t 
hesitate to discuss this with your child’s teacher.   
 
Missing days of school quickly adds up and students who attend school for less than 90% are  
considered to be at risk.  Would you believe that when a child misses one day per week of 
school throughout their school life, they are really missing 2 years and 1 term of school? 
 
Getting to School on Time   
Arriving at school on time each day is also really important.  Arriving late can be very stressful 
for students and disruptive for other class members.   

 
 
 
 

 
STAYING AT HOME 
The health and wellbeing of your child and of all of our students is very important to us.  Infec-
tious diseases can be a problem for schools and can spread quickly if they go unchecked. 

 
Please do not bring your child to school if they have: 

 ¬   head/chest cold or flu 

 ¬   upset tummy, vomiting or diarrhoea in the last 24 hours 

 ¬   a fever or an unexplained rash 

 ¬   discharge from eyes, ears or nose 

 ¬   head lice and nits. 
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WHAT TO WEAR 
The school uniform is available from the Uniform Shop, located in Egret Block.  Getting your 
child used to wearing a uniform makes good sense for future years at school.  For  
safety reasons thongs are not acceptable footwear, runners or sandals are more practical. 
Velcro shoes are recommended until your child can tie their shoe laces independently.  
Mark all clothing (including hats, shoes and socks) clearly with your child’s name.  Your 
child should have a complete change of clothing in their bag in case of toileting accidents. 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
GETTING INVOLVED 
You are strongly encouraged to be actively involved in our school community by joining our 
P&C (Parents and Citizens’) Association, School Council or by volunteering to be a parent 
helper in your child’s classroom or in the canteen.  These commitments can be very enjoya-
ble and rewarding and do not require a great deal of time.  Additionally, your child will love 
seeing you at school!  
 
Parent Roster  
Your participation in activities helps to make your child’s Kindergarten experience more 
meaningful and enjoyable.  It also gives a positive message of your support for education 
and enables you to have meaningful conversation with your child about their learning.  A 
parent roster will be drawn up at the beginning of  the year for Parent helpers.   
Family members are encouraged to be part of the daily program.  It is preferable for alter-
nate care to be arranged for younger siblings when a parent is on roster.  
 
Parents and Citizens’ (P&C) Association  
Our P&C is a group of dedicated parents and carers who provide additional opportunities 
and resources for our students.  Attending P&C meetings is also a great way to get to know 
others and make new friends.   
 
School Council  
The School Council is a group that monitors the progress of our school.  Members contrib-
ute to decisions regarding issues such as setting school priority areas, policies and our 
budget.  As Parent Representative positions become available they are advertised through 
the school newsletter.   

 

An important rule to remember is  
NO HAT, PLAY IN THE SHADE  

Broad brimmed hats are part of the School uniform policy. 
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Lunch orders can be placed at the canteen or in the lunch basket in your child’s classroom at 
the beginning of the school day.  If you do wish to place a lunch order, bags and menus are 
available in your child’s classroom for you to take home.  Please note Kindy students cannot 
order recess.  Online ordering is here! At the Canteen.  Go to www.flexischools.com.au 

 
 
BIRTHDAYS 
If you wish to send a birthday cake in to share, you are most welcome.  Please ensure the 
cake can be cut into enough pieces for everyone.  Your child’s 
teacher will be happy to assist with numbers.  A good alternative to 
a cake are muffins or cupcakes.  
 
We are also aware that not everyone celebrates birthdays and 
other special occasions.  Please let us know so we can respect 
your beliefs. 
 

 
END OF THE DAY 
Your child will only be released from our care to you or a known person unless we have been 
notified otherwise.  If your child needs to go home with a baby-sitter or other children, please 
let us know in writing.  Please try to be on time to collect your child as it can be very  
distressing for them if you are late.  If you know you may be late, please ring and advise us so 
we can let your child know.  It is important to let the office staff know of all persons picking up 
your child.  
 
 
WHAT NOT TO BRING 

 ¬   toys, as they may get broken or lost which causes distress  

 ¬   valuables such as jewelry, money, electronics 

 ¬   swap/collectable cards 

 ¬   lollies, fast food or other `junk foods’ and chewing gum    

          ¬   drinks other than water  
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plain flour cream of tartar 

oil salt 

dishwashing liquid paper towel 

spray and wipe tissues 

dress up clothes bottle tops (washed) 

corks wrapping paper 

clean plastic containers wool 

empty boxes old kitchen utensils 

cardboard rolls (not toilet paper rolls)  lace 

greeting cards buttons 

seashells stockings 

paper bags plastic bottles (washed) 

elastic egg cartons 

WE ALWAYS NEED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ONE LAST NOTE! 
  
If you are worried about anything concerning your child please do not hesitate to see the 
teacher.  If a teacher is unable to help you, they will direct you to someone who can. 
 
If you need to discuss your child with us, please seek to do this in private, away from your 
child and his/her classmates, by arranging a time with your child’s teacher.  This will also 
mean the teacher will be free from distractions and be able to give you their full attention.  
We thank you for your support in this. 
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 
Office contact 9172 8400  
baler.ps@education.wa.edu.au 
connect.det.wa.edu.au 
Skoolbag app: download from itunes or 
Google play 
www.learningpotential.gov.au 
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HEALTH  
ALLERGIES AND ANAPHYLAXIS  
An increasing number of students, staff and visitors to our school are at risk of anaphy-
laxis brought on by a range of allergens.  Given the number of foods that people may be 
allergic to, it is not possible to remove all allergens but we try to raise the awareness of 
the risks associated with anaphylaxis and implement practical strategies to minimize ex-
posure to known allergens.  We can’t guarantee to be nut-free, but as there are several 
students who are allergic to nuts, we ask that parents do not pack lunch boxes that con-
tain nuts or nut spreads.  Our practice of eating lunch in classrooms helps prevent 
allergic reactions to foods.  Wearing shoes at all times also reduces the risk of bee 
stings.   
 
HEALTH CARE SUMMARY FORMS  
To ensure our school has accurate information regarding your child’s health care needs, 
all families will receive a Health Care Summary Form for their child at the beginning of 
each school year.  This needs to be completed and returned to the school as soon as 
possible.  No student will be allowed to participate in any activity off school site unless 
this form has been completed.  If the form indicates that your child has specific health 
care needs, you will also receive additional forms to complete.  Depending on your 
child’s health care condition, it may be necessary for this to be signed by your child’s 
doctor.  A copy of your child’s forms will be taken on any excursion.   
 
ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICATION  
It is preferable for parents to administer medication to children outside of school hours. 
When this is not possible, parents must complete a form at the office.  No staff member 
will administer medication unless this form has been completed.  All medications, other 
than Ventolin, MUST be stored in the office and administered by a school administration 
staff member.    
 
SMOKING 
Government regulations state that smoking is not permitted on school grounds.   
 
 
STAFF WHO CAN HELP YOU: 
 
School Nurse 
A registered nurse is appointed to conduct medical screening of children.  Parents can 

arrange contact with the nurse by enquiring at the school.   



 

 

 
School Psychologist 
A School Psychologist is available to assist children with learning, social, emotional and 
behavioural  difficulties at school.  Referrals to the School Psychologist are made in con-
sultation with parents through the designated Deputy Principal.    
 
Dental Therapy Unit  
A Dental Therapy Centre is situated at South Hedland Primary School.  Treatment is 
free to all primary, pre-primary and high school students and is carried out by a qualified 
dental therapist.  Please contact the school if this is a service you wish to access.    
 
INFECTIOUS DISEASES 
The following common ailments require a period of exclusion from school until all signs 
of infection have passed: 
 
 

Condition   Conditions upon return to school 
Conjunctivitis  Discharge from eyes has ceased 
Chicken Pox  All lesions are dry 
Hand, Foot & Mouth   All blisters are dry 
 Impetigo (School Sores)          Must be treated, including the use of dressings. 
Pediculosis (Nits)  Return to school once adequate treatment has been  
  carried out and eggs removed 
Influenza  When symptoms have subsided 
Parvovirus  When symptoms have subsided 
Scabies  When effective treatment is administered 
Measles*  Exclude while infectious 
Pertussis (Whooping Cough) Exclude from school for fourteen days from the 

onset of cough or five days after starting antibiotic 
treatment.         

 Mumps  Medical certificate only 
Ringworm  Medical certificate only 
Rubella (German Measles) Medical certificate only 
Diphtheria/Viral Hepatitis Medical certificate only  
  Health Department to be notified  
 
 *Measles:  If measles occur, any unimmunised child should be withdrawn 
until fourteen days after the appearance of a rash, unless vaccination occurs with-
in three days of first exposure.  All contacts should see their doctor immediately. 
 

 



 

 

 

PARKING AT SCHOOL   

For safety reasons the staff car park is not to be used for picking up and setting down 
children or for general parent parking.  Also for safety reasons, parents are asked not to 
walk through the staff car park. 

Parking is available at the front of the school.  It is a reverse parking zone. 

The Town of Port Hedland controls the parking in this area and traffic infringe-
ments are administered by Rangers.   

 

There are also car parks available on Cone Place and  
Limpet Crescent.  These car parks are rarely accessed  

and parents are encouraged to use them to reduce  
the congestion on Baler Close.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Road Safety on Baler Close. 
1. There is a 40 kilometre an hour speed 

limit outside the school. Please ob-
serve this during pick up and drop off 
times. 

2. Drivers using the Kiss and Drive are 
not to leave their vehicles.   

3. Reverse park in the marked parking 
bays only.  



 

 

CYCLONE INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cyclone Watch/Warning 
Children to attend school as normal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blue Alert 
 The school will usually remain open. 
 If a Yellow Alert is likely to be declared at some time during the school day the school 

will not open - children will remain at home. 
 If the school is to close, this information will be broadcast between 6.30pm to 6.45pm, 

and between 6.30am to 6.45am on: 
  Spirit Radio 6KA (frequency 1260)               9140 1999 
  ABC Radio 6KP (frequency 702)        9183 5011 

 Closure advice will be repeated each morning until the school is re-opened. 
 Any change to the bus operation will be given on the radio at the above times. 

 
Yellow Alert 
 If a Yellow Alert is declared during a school day, the following will occur: 

   - Yellow alert prior to lunch – students can be picked up immediately.  The school 
will close at lunch time.  Students will not be sent home until instructions are received 
from parents. 
   - Yellow alert after lunch – students can be picked up immediately. The school will 
close at the usual time.  Students will not be sent home until instructions are received 
from parents. 

 The above does not preclude immediate closure in extenuating circumstances and if 
deemed necessary by the Cyclone Committee. 

 
Red Alert 
 The school will remain shut during a Red Alert. 
 In the event that a Red Alert is proclaimed after 2:00pm, schools will remain closed 

the following day.  In the event that a Red Alert is proclaimed after 2:00 pm but sub-
sequently cancelled, the Regional Executive Director, in consultation with the Cy-
clone Committee, has the discretion to ensure that schools open the following day. 
 

If a Red Alert is called after 2:00 pm schools will generally be shut the following 
day to allow for assessment and repair of serious damage.   

 
Please continue to listen to the radio  

to receive information as to when schools will open. 
 

Please avoid ringing the school as these are often critical times for our office staff.  



 

 

Our School Song  
We're all welcome in our sea of cultures 

Underneath endless Pilbara skies 
Learning, sharing with each other 

We challenge ourselves to aim high 
 

Baler is where we discover 
Not just friends but family 

Side by side we stand together 
The pride of our community 

 
The world will open up before us 

As we expand on all we know 
We're thankful for all those who help us 

Nurturing us as we grow 
 

Baler is where we discover 
Not just friends but family 

Side by side we stand together 
The pride of our community 

 
We conquer challenges with confidence 

Using honour as our guide 
We celebrate all our achievements 

We wear our strength with joy and pride. 
 

 Baler is where we discover 
Not just friends but family 

Side by side we stand together 
The pride of our community 

 
Our School Values  2020 

 
Connect 

to community, to culture, to each other 
 

Encourage 
belief in oneself, resilience, respect 

 

Aspire 
towards goals, dreams, futures 


