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THE BASIC QUESTIONS  
 Was there anything you liked about this book? 

 What especially caught your attention?  

 What would you have liked more of? 

 Was there anything you disliked about this book?  

 Were there parts that bored you?  

 Did you skip parts? Which ones? 

 If you gave up, where did you stop and what stopped you? 

 Was there anything that puzzled you? 

 Was there anything you thought strange? 

 Was there anything that you’d never found in a book before? 

 Was there anything that took you completely by surprise? 

 Did you notice any apparent inconsistencies? 

 Were there any patterns-any connections- that you noticed?  

  

THE GENERAL QUESTIONS  

 When you first saw this book, even before you read it, what kind of book did you think it was going to be?  

 What made you think this? 

 Now you’ve read it, is it as you expected?  

 Have you read other books like it? 

 How is this one the same?  

 How is it different?  

 Have you read this book before? [If so:] Was it different this time? 

 Did you notice anything this time you didn’t notice the first time?  

 Did you enjoy it more or less?  

 Because of what happened to you when reading it again, would you recommend other people to read it more than 

once, or isn’t it worth it?  

 While you were reading, or now when you think about it, were there words or phrases or other things to do with 

the language that you liked? Or didn’t like?  

 You know how, when people speak, they often use some words or phrases or talk in a way that you recognise as 

theirs: are some words or phrases used like that in this book?  



 Have you noticed anything special about the way language is used in this book?  

 If the writer asked you what could be improved in the book, how would you have made it better?  

 [Alternatively] If you had written this book, how would you have made it better?  

 Has anything that happens in the book ever happened to you?  

 In what ways was it the same or different for you?  

 Which parts in the book seem to you to be most true to life? 

 Did the book make you think differently about your own similar experience?  

 When you were reading, did you ‘see’ the story happening in your imagination?  

 Which details –which passages- helped you ‘see’ it best?  

 Which passages stay in your mind most vividly?  

 How many different stories [kinds of story] can you find in this story? Was this a book you read quickly, or slowly? 

In one go, or in separate sessions?  

 Would you like to read it again?  

 What will you tell your friends about this book?  

 What won’t you tell them because it might spoil the book for them? Or might mislead them about what it is like?   

 Do you know people who you think would especially like it?  

 What would you suggest I tell other people about it that will help them decide whether they want to read it or 

not? Older than you? Younger?  

 How should I give it to them? For example, should I read it aloud or tell them about it and let them read it for 

themselves?  

 Is it a good thing to talk about it after we’ve all read it?  

 We’ve listened to each other’s thoughts and heard all sorts of things that each of us has noticed. Are you surprised 

by anything?  

 Has anyone said anything that has changed your mind in any way about this book? Or helped you understand it 

better?  

 Tell me about the things people said that struck you the most.  

 When you think about the book now, after all we’ve said, what is the most important thing about it for you?  

 Does anyone know anything about the writer? Or about how the story came to be written? Or where? Or when? 

Would you like to find out?  

  

THE SPECIAL QUESTIONS  
 How long did it take the story to happen?  

 Did we find out about the story in the order in which the events happened?   

 When you talk about things that happen to you, do you always tell your story in the order in which they 

happened? Or are there sometimes reasons why you don’t? What are the reasons?  



 Are there parts of the story that took a long time to happen but were told about quickly or in a few words? And are 

there parts that happened very quickly but took a lot of space to tell about?  

 Were there parts that took the same time to tell as they would have taken to happen?  

 Where did the story happen?  

 Did it matter where it was set? Could it just as well been set anywhere? Or could it have been better set 

somewhere else?  

 Did you think about the place as you were reading?  

 Are there passages in the book that are especially about the place that the story is set? What did you like, or 

dislike, about them?  

 Was the setting interesting in itself? Would you like to know more about it?  

 Which character interested you the most?  

 Is that character the most important in the story/ Or is it really about someone else?  

 Which character(s) didn’t you like? 

 Did any of the characters remind you of people you know?  

 Or remind you of characters in other books?  

 Was there anyone not mentioned in the story but without whom it couldn’t have happened?  

 Can you think of any reason why s/he doesn’t appear or isn’t mentioned?  

 Would the story have been the same if s/he had appeared or been mentioned?  

 Who was telling – narrating – the story? Do we know? And how do we know?  

 Is the story told in the first person (and if so, who is this person)? Or the third person? By someone we know about 

in the story or by someone we know or don’t know about outside the story?  

 What does the person telling the story – the narrator – think or feel about the characters? Does s/he like or dislike 

them? How do you know?  

 Does the narrator approve or disapprove of the things that happen and that the characters do? Do you approve or 

disapprove of them?  

 Think of yourself as a spectator. With whose eyes did you see the story? Did you only see what one character in 

the story saw, or did you see things sometimes as one character saw them, and sometimes as another and so on?  

 Were you as it were, inside the head of one of the characters, only knowing what s/he knew, or did the story take 

you inside a number of characters?  

 Did we ever get to know what the characters were thinking about? Were we ever told what they were feeling? Or 

was the story told all the time from outside the characters, watching what they did and hearing what they said, but 

never knowing what they were thinking and feeling?  

 When you were reading the story, did you feel it was happening now? Or did you feel it was happening in the past 

and being remembered? Can you tell me anything in the writing that made you feel like that?  

 Did you feel as if everything was happening to you, as if you were an observer, watching what was happening but 

not part of the action?  

 If you were an observer, where were you watching from? Did you seem to watch from different places- 

sometimes, perhaps from besides the characters, sometimes from above them as if you were in a helicopter? Can 

you tell me places in the book where you felt like that? 


