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27th FEB 2019 From Our Principal       

Dear Parents / Guardians, 

Welcome back everyone and welcome to our many new families!  This year again we have 

had a significant surge in enrolments which has resulted in the forming of a fourth kinder-

garten class and the re-structuring of our Year 2 class allocations.  Despite this I am 

pleased to report that the 2019 school year has commenced very smoothly, with all students settling into 

their new classrooms and routines very quickly and I thank all families and teachers for their ability to make 

this happen and supporting children in this transition. 

In 2019 our school focus will remain on the continued introduction and ‘roll out’ of the following areas and 

whole school programs.  These areas are outlined in our School Business Plan which is available for the 

office and our soon to be published website.  I also encourage you to ask your child’s teacher about them so 

you are aware of how they are implemented in the classroom and across the school. 

 Talk For Writing 
 Positive Behaviour Support (PBS) 
 iSTAR (explicit teaching model) 
 Community Involvement 

School Staff 

Our staffing has remained mostly consistent from 2018 and this is great news for the school and the com-

munity. Having said that we do have some new staff joining us for 2019 and wish to welcome those staff 

members. Children and parents can be confident that as part of our induction program new teachers 

attended school during their holidays and are now well versed in ‘the Baler Way’.  We are proud of our 

school values and vision; and encourage all of our staff to have this embedded in their teaching practice. I 

would like to extend a warm welcome to: 

 Mr Alex Beament                  Yr 6   Kestrel 5 
 Mr Jarrod Kuah                  Yr 5  Kestrel 3 
 Miss Samantha Burke  Yr 3 Jabiru 3 
 Miss Bryony Smith-Halvorsen Yr 2  Osprey 5 
 Mrs Kimberley Porter  Kindy Sandpiper 2 
 Ms Deb Leonard                  P/DOTT  
 Miss Lauren Phillips                 Science  

As well, we welcome Mrs Larado to the role of the Learning Club Coordinator and wish Mrs Owens all the 

very best on her maternity leave.  We also welcome Mr Rikhraj into a new role as our Indonesian Specialist 

teacher. 
School Development Day Change  Please note our school development days for 2019, however due to 

the availability of a presenter there has been a change to the date in term 4 so I urge all parents to update 

their calendars from previously advised dates. Students do not attend on school development days. 

Term 1: Thur 31st Jan / Fri 1st Feb 
Term 2: Fri 31st May 
Term 3: Fri 2nd August 
Term 4: Fri 18th October *  
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Upcoming events  
    

 4th March  
Labour Day Public 

Holiday  
 

Friday 8th March  
ASSEMBLY K5 

 
FRIDAY 22nd 

March  
Faction Swimming 

Carnival  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.clker.com/clipart-swim-logo-icon.html


 From Our Principal                                                School Board 
 

As an independent public school (IPS) we will be transitioning from a School Council to a School Board and as such we encourage and 

invite expressions of interest from parents and community members.   

If you are interested in joining our inaugural school board then please email the Principal, Karen Burgess, or the current School Council 

Chair, Michelle Boothey on baler.ps@education.wa.edu.au . Please include a small biography and an outline of what you would like to 

achieve or explore through being part of our school board.  Of course if you would like further information before submitting an ex-

pression of interest then please contact me on 9172 1955 and if I am not available I will ring back – alternatively you can contact the 

current School Council Chair, Michelle Boothey for further information as well.  

What does a board do?  How is it different to the P&C? 

As an independent public school the School Board provides advice to the school around governance.  It represents the school commu-

nity in the process of school planning and policy development, but is not involved in the employment of teaching or ancillary staff or 

the day to day operations of the school.  A member of the school board may be invited to sit on the selection panel for a new Principal 

when required. 

The school board plays an important role in contributing to good school governance so that school resources are used efficiently and 

community expectations and the school’s priorities reflect the needs of students. 

The functions of boards are covered by legislation and include both approval and advisory roles. Some of the matters boards may 

make decisions on include fees and charges, book lists, sponsorship and dress codes. Boards make these decisions with the principal 

who ensures the decisions adhere to legislative and policy requirements.  Principals also seek the advice of boards so as to understand 

local community views. The board does not involve itself in the day to day management of the school but operates more at a govern-

ance level.  

Before an appointment is made to a school board DOE requires a criminal screening check to be undertaken – this is funded by the 

school.  All board members will be offered training.  

Electronic Newsletters 

The School Newsletter will be distributed on the last Wednesday of every month via email but everyday updates will continue to be 

sent out via the Baler Primary School App.  Please download this from the App store. 

Voluntary Contributions  2019 

A schedule for the 2019 Contributions and Charges was sent home with students at the end of last year. The Baler Primary School 

Board has endorsed the following rate for voluntary contributions:  

Kindergarten—Year 6 $60 per child. School voluntary contributions are overdue. Sound Waves Student Book are charges therefore 

payment is required for these text books.  

Payment can be made  by cash, chq and EFTPOS at the front office.   

                                                             Direct debit into the Baler School account 

                                                             BSB:06 6543  ACC:1003 0777.  Ref: Student  name  

Thank you to all Parents who have paid contributions and charges for 2019. 

By paying these charges and contributions each year the money is being used for the school and students. 

Please contact the school office on 91721955 if you have queries regarding this account. 
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From Our Principal                           ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS 
Through the support of BHP and the leadership of Mrs Larado, Baler students have opportunities to extend 

their learning through a variety of enrichment programs both at a school based level and across the Hedland 

Network of schools.  Inclusion in these programs is either through a self-nomination process, or via a selection 

process by staff based upon academic results.  Throughout 2019 students will be offered opportunities to take 

part in the following enrichment programs: 

 Robotics                                                      
 Coding 
 Choir 
 Photography 
 Public Speaking 
 STEM 
 PEAC 
 Pastel Arts 
 Sculpture 
 Polly Farmer Learning Club 
 Debating 
 Creative & Poetry Writing 
 Problem Solving 
 Sport Extension 
 Science Enrichment 
 Music  

Scultpure photos – As part of our enrichment program in week 1 of this term some students were selected to 

work with a renowned artist, Susan Flavell, who is known for her scultures.  All of these sculptures are on dis-

play at the Courthouse Gallery and I was very proud of our students when I received the following email from 

Susan Flavell….. “Thank you for allowing the visiting artists to work with your students this week, we were all 

very impressed with their behaviour and work ethics to complete the assigned task.”  

Baler Enrichment Program 
This term selected students in Year 4-6 have been chosen to take part in the Baler Academic Enrichment Pro-

gram. This term we will be, once again, fine tuning our public speaking skills to take part in the Baler Speak 

Out Competition at the end of this term. Other students are learning how to create pastel landscapes and sea-

scapes and will be exhibiting their art works at the end of the program. Other students have been selected to 

take part in a STEM Network Enrichment program with other Hedland schools and are becoming inventors by 

creating a machine that will clean up rubbish in the ocean. It will be exciting term for all those students in-

volved!   Mrs Larado  
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Our first assembly this year saw us not only present our badges to our new student leadership 

team but we were also entertained by Kestrel 1 students with a magnificent rap focusing on re-

spect, pride and doing your best.  They did a magnificent job with a very important message. 
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                             PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Phys Ed has kicked off to a great start this term, with the Junior students working on their 
throwing and catching skills and the Seniors learning all about Volleyball. As much as we all 
love doing PE, the talk around the school has been about the installation of the new fans to 
the Undercover Area! They have been a highlight to many and are keeping us very cool.  
The Faction Swimming Carnival is fast approaching! Permission notes have been sent home 
and are required to be returned now. If your child/ren did not receive a note, please see their 
classroom teacher/s for a copy. The Carnival will be held on Friday 22nd March 2019 (week 7). 
Events will kick off from 9:30am*. If you can help out at all on the day, please let Miss Ward 
know as soon as possible. Any and all help is greatly appreciated! 
Please be aware that the Faction Swimming Carnival is a requirement of the Physical Educa-
tion curriculum and is not an attendance-optional day. 
*Times are approximate 

Miss Ward 
Phys Ed Specialist 

Who’s Looking Good on the Oval? 
Ledger Poata (Osprey 5): with great physical expertise and a helpful and compassionate na-
ture, Ledger can often be seen in PE lessons and at recess and lunch giving his peers a hand to 
practise and refine their skills. 

James Boland (Jabiru 5): always the first to offer assistance, James is a great asset to PE les-
sons. He sets a great example to his peers, both with physical skills and behavioural expecta-
tions and encourages others to also make good choices. 
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                               MEET OUR NEW  STAFF 
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 Hi, my name is Jarrod Kuah and I am the Year 5 teacher of Kestrel 3. I recently moved from Perth to Hed-
land during the school holidays and I am in my second year of teaching. I am enjoying my time in Hedland 
and I am looking forward to my time at Baler and getting to know the wider community. 
Regards,   Jarrod Kuah 

 My name is Debbie Leonard and I have lived in Port Hedland for close to three years and before that I 
lived in Broome for four years. In 2017 I did my third year practicum here at Baler Primary School, so if any 
of you recognise me that's possibly why.  Make sure you come up and say 'Hi' to me! I finished my degree 
last year and worked in a Pre-Primary class at Cassia Primary School.  Now I'm very happy to be back at 
Baler teaching Health to Years 1 and 2 two days a week, and spending a day in SP4 in the Pre-Primary 
room.  On the other two days you'll see me around in other classrooms.  I have three sons, one's at high 
school in Year 8 and the other two are in Year 6 and Year 1.    Regards, Debbie Leonard 

 “Hi everyone!  
My name is Miss Smith-Halvorsen and I have recently moved from Perth to Hedland.  
This year I am one of the Year two teachers and my classroom is Osprey 5. 
Feel free to come and visit anytime!      Miss Smith-Halvorsen”  

 Science  
I am new to the Pilbara, having previously taught in Perth and the Goldfields, and am excited to be 
here at Baler! I am passionate about science and encourage students to ask questions and explore 
the world around them.  Regards, Lauren Phillips 

Hello, my name is Alex Beament and I am the Year Six teacher in Kestrel 4. I moved from Perth to 
Hedland over the school holidays and this will be my first year of teaching out of university. I am 

really looking forward to meeting everyone and being a part of the Baler community. 

Hi, my name is Kimberley Porter and I am super excited to be teaching Kindy Green and SP5 (Pre-
Primary) 1 day a week. I have lived in South Hedland for nearly 4 years but originally grew up on a 

farm in a small town called Carnamah. I graduated from Edith Cowan University in July last year and 

am so happy to be apart of the Baler Community. 



Aussie of the Month  
Term  1 

Congratulations to  

HaKin Mokta  

 Year  6 

Kestrel  6 
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CHAPLAIN’S CHAT   
     
Hello Baler Primary School Community.  

As a YouthCARE Chaplain I will strive to always show 
compassion non-judgementally, it is an independent 
service which respects all people no matter who they 
are, where they are from or what their personal belief 
system is.  

I am at the school every Monday so please feel free to 
say hello. If you would prefer, I did not see your child 
please let the front office know. 
This months quote  
“When little people are overwhelmed by big emotions, 
it’s our job to share our calm, not join their chaos.” 
L.R. Knost 
 

 
Kind Regards, 
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      UNIFORM SHOP 

Uniform shop will be open Wednesday 
1:45pm to 2:15pm & Friday 8:00am to 9:00am  
Any orders can be placed via email at  
uniformshop@gmail.com.  
 Payment will be cash/card on pickup or via 
bank deposit: BSB: 066 528 ACC: 0090 4355 
once cleared they will be available!  
Orders done thru a trust/corporation must 
have Childs name in reference on bank deposit 
and an email to uniform shop with order form 
and copy of receipt for proof of payment.  

 
 
 
 
 
   

School Development Days 2019 

    Thursday 31st January   
    Friday 1st February 
    Friday 31st May 
    Friday 2nd August  
    Friday 18th October  

As a parent you are required to send your child to school 

everyday unless you have provided a reason for them to be 

away.  There are many schools already using SMS to com-

municate with parents about unexplained absences. We 

understand that at times life gets busy and parents often 

forget to write that note or contact the class teacher ex-

plaining an absence, so to assist Baler PS will be phasing in 

the use of Message U, an SMS supported platform in the 

next few weeks.  If you have forgotten to provide a reason 

to the school about why your child is away, you will auto-

matically receive a text message advising you of the ab-

sence. To assist the school staff, please respond as detailed 

in the message. You do not need to install any app or soft-

ware on your mobile. 

2019 
SCHOOL HOURS  

8:00 am Classrooms open  

8:20 am Lessons start  

10:30 am Recess  

10:50 am Lessons resume  

12.50 pm Lunch  

1.20 pm Lessons resume  

2:20 pm End of day  

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiU_fK0trvZAhUJ3WMKHVRZAKQQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http%3A%2F%2Ficonbug.com%2Fdetail%2Ficon%2F1640%2Flight-green-message-token%2F&psig=AOvVaw1Ou700P2IIF8Ff2WLqS_fV&ust=1
mailto:uniformshop@gmail.com
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj_jcetgpffAhXCfSsKHXWmB3EQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartmax.com%2Fmiddle%2Fm2i8d3H7A0i8K9H7_important-dates-to-remember%2F&psig=AOvVaw2wKxxUBoqg0vrHoyisZmzZ&ust=15
http://www.larplism.catholic.edu.au/
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Baler Primary School in South Hedland is looking for a permanent full time gardener / 
handyman (person). Please contact the school on 91721955 for further information or 
see the advert from this link in regards to how to ap-
ply.  
 
https://search.jobs.wa.gov.au/page.php?
pageID=160&windowUID=0&AdvertID=233457 

https://search.jobs.wa.gov.au/page.php?pageID=160&windowUID=0&AdvertID=233457
https://search.jobs.wa.gov.au/page.php?pageID=160&windowUID=0&AdvertID=233457


We are very proud of the uniform standard evident from all in the first few weeks of school and would like to 

continue to encourage students to wear full uniform including the Baler school hat as you all look fantastic.  

Remember faction shirts can be worn on Mondays and Baler shirts must be worn on assembly days.  
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                                      Boxes for Soldiers 
At the end of 2018 our students, led by Connor Gill, once again took part in the Boxes for Soldiers project and put together 

boxes to send to our Defence force troops serving overseas.  I was extremely proud of our school participation in this project 

when I received the following two emails; which I wish to share with our school community …. 

To whom it may concern, 
My name is Sergeant David Drane and I am currently deployed to the Middle East. I recently received a care package that students from 
your school had assembled to be sent over to myself and my team members. 
One particular item that was sent over caught my attention. It was a book that your students had hand-made containing numerous letters 
expressing their thanks and gratitude to our troops. I cannot express enough how warming it was to receive this. I intend to keep this book 
for the rest of my life. 
I would like to give my thanks to your school and your wonderful students. It is very humbling to know that people are thinking about us 
and that such young and bright students gave up their time to make such an amazing booklet.  
If it is ok with your school I would like to post you a token of my appreciation that you can do with as you please. I have a flag of our op-
eration that I have gotten embroided personalizing to your school. I would just like to confirm that you are happy to receive it before i post. 
Once again thank you very, very much to the students and staff of Baler Public School. You put a smile on some very tired and cold sol-
diers. 
Regards,  
SGT David Drane 
Operation Okra 
Middle East 

Good Morning, 
I’m a Firefighter serving overseas with the RAAF and I’ve just received a care package from one of your students, Connor Gill. 
I understand he was in year 6 when the package was sent and I’m thinking he may have moved on to a new high school? 
I don’t normally get time to reply to messages, but after reading the letter (and showing it to EVERYONE) I had to do something.  
I’ve already written a reply to Connor which I’ve posted to your school (snail mail). It should take a few weeks through so if you could 
thank him for me and let him know the letter is on its way that would be great. 
Once some of our supplies are replenished I have a small token of thanks from my entire crew that I would like to send him so you can 

expect to receive that a few weeks later. Nothing happens fast over here.  
I also want to acknowledge you and your staff for their efforts.  I know one young man can’t do all this without the support of his school 
so thanks. 
So again on behalf of my entire Crew; 
Aussies – Myself, Aimee, Darren and Nathan 
Brits – Mark, Sophie Ben and Sam 
Thank you all, and I trust you had an enjoyable holiday season with your friends and 
family! 
SGT Luke Watson 
Airfield Fire Controller 
Middle East Region 
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Blue Alert 
In a blue alert the school will usually remain open. 
If a Yellow Alert is predicted and likely to be declared at some time during the school day the school will not open 
and children are to remain at home. 
If the school is to close, this information will be broadcasted via the following local radio stations.  Emergency infor-

mation is broadcasted at approximately ¼ past the hour.  The frequency of the updates will depend on the type of 

cyclone alert.   School closure will be broadcasted between 6.15am and7.45am.  
ABC Radio (Official Broadcast) 
Spirit Radio  (Unofficial Broadcast)  
The closure advice will be repeated each morning until the decision to re-open the school is made. 
School buses may be affected at this stage.  Any change to the bus operation will be given on the radio at the above 

times. 
PLEASE DO NOT RING THE SCHOOL.  All information and updated reports relating to the warnings and school clo-

sure ARE ISSUED ON THE RADIO.  Please keep yourself informed. 

Yellow Alert 
If a Yellow Alert is declared during a school day, the following will occur: 
Yellow Alert before 12:00:  – students can be picked up immediately from their classroom.  The school will close at 

lunch time.  Students will not be sent home until instructions are received from parents. 
Yellow alert after 12:00: – students can be picked up immediately from their classroom.  The school will close at the 

usual time.  Students will not be sent home until instructions are received from parents. 
Yellow alert after 14:00:  - If a Yellow Alert is called at or after 2.00pm schools will generally be closed the following 

day.  Please continue to listen to the radio to receive information as to when schools will open. 
The above does not preclude immediate closure in extenuating circumstances and if deemed necessary by the  
Cyclone Committee. 

Red Alert 
The School will remain closed during a Red Alert. 

 In the event that a Red Alert is proclaimed after 2.00pm, schools will remain closed the following day. 

 In the event that a Red Alert is proclaimed after 2.00pm but subsequently cancelled the Regional Executive 

Director in consultation with the Cyclone Committee has the discretion to ensure that schools open the  
          following day. 

AFTER THE CYCLONE 
 

If a Red Alert is called after 2.00pm schools will generally be closed the following day to allow for assessment and 

repair of serious damage.  Please continue to listen to the radio to receive information as to when schools will open. 
Staff and student cannot return or enter school grounds until the school has been assessed and meets all safety and 

health standards. 
PLEASE KEEP YOURSELF IMFORMED  VIA THE RADIO, UNTIL ALL THREATS FROM THE CYCLONE IS PAST. 
 

C Y C L O N E  I N F O R M A T I O N  F O R  P A R E N T S  
 

Cyclone Watch/Warning: 
Children are to attend school as per normal. 
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