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School Vision 

Baler Primary School 

provides a safe, creative 

and challenging learning 

environment within a mul-

ticultural and diverse set-

ting. 

In partnership with fami-

lies we strive to develop 

lifelong, independent 

learners who have re-

spect for self and others 

and who seek excellence. 

Literacy and Numeracy 

together with a strong 

Pastoral Care structure 

are the foundations for 

achieving the potential of 

every student. 

Upcoming   Events  

 

Wk 9: Tue 26th Jun 

Throws Interschool 

Athletics  

Wk 9: Thurs 28th Jun  

Interschool Athletics 

Thurs 28th Jun Ear Bus 

Visit   

Fri 29th Jun  Assembly 

K2  

FRIDAY 29th  Jun e 

LAST DAY OF TERM  2 

 

27th June 2018  From the Principal 

It seems we are already at that half way mark of the school year – and it seems as if the 

beautiful weather is here to stay!  Well for a few months at least.  I must have become 

“Pilbaraized” as I am finding the weather a tad cool!  I know many families (and staff) are 

looking forward to making the most of it during our upcoming mid-year holidays. This beau-

tiful weather makes it hard not to think of holidays and I encourage all students and families 

to make the most of the weather and enjoy the break continue the improving attendance patterns we are 

seeing right up to the end of term; to then be rewarded with a well-earned break. 

Congratulations to Nautilus for winning the Faction Carnival which was a huge success, thank you to Miss 

Ward and all staff that offered her support and assistance.  What a wonderful day of colour and sportsman-

ship!  Congratulations to all students on your exemplary behaviour and a huge thank you also to the P&C 

and Yr6 fund-raising parents for adding to the atmosphere with their hair colours and sprays, stalls, lunches 

and general assistance.  A huge thank-you and acknowledgement to the SES and our BHP and FMG volun-

teers. Miss Ward worked so hard that we gave her the weekend off just so he could re-energise in the lead 

up to the Interschool Carnival which is on this week.  I hope to see many parents there supporting our Baler 

team. 

The congratulations continue with the recent team of students who travelled to Wickham on Saturday to 

compete against schools from all over the Pilbara in the BHP sponsored Regional Robocup Challenge.  This 

competition required students to work with robotics equipment to test, program and demonstrate their 

robots in attractive, realistic scenarios. The creative and critical thinking skills in conjunction with the math-

ematical and technology principles applied demonstrated true STEM capabilities.  Well done to Mrs Larado 

and all the students involved! 

It is with sadness that we have to wish two valued staff members adieu at the end of this term.  Mrs Mor-

seau and Mr E will be sorely missed as they have made enormous contributions to our school community. 

We wish them all the very best for their future endeavours. 

Reports should have come home via email on Wednesday, please take the time to review these with your 

children and make an appointment with your child’s teacher if you would like further clarification.  If you 

did not receive yours please contact the office. We look forward to a productive last couple of days of term 

and wish everyone a wonderful restful holiday.  Please note the first day back is NOT a school development 

day. 

Ms Karen Burgess Principal 

 

TERM 3  Students  

Commences 

Monday 16th July  

Dear Parents, 

Please be advised that as of Term 3, we will be enforcing the Baler Uniform Policy, which has been in 

place since the beginning of this year.  

We will be focussing on hats and jumpers. Students must wear a Baler bucket hat. If not, they will not be 

allowed to play in the playground- they will have to go to the undercover area for break times. 

All students must wear a Baler jumper or a plain black jumper (no logos). If students wear a jumper other 

than this, they will be asked to take it off. 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the uniform policy, please speak to a Deputy Principal. 

Thank you. 

Jemma Keys 

Deputy Principal 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

      

          LOST PROPERTY  
We have lots of lost property in the big green bin 

outside of the  office, please check if anything be-

longs to you before the end of Term. 

Thank you. 

 Pre–Primary Enrolments for 2019    

We are now taking enrolments for Pre-

Primary 2019. Please provide recent proof 

of address (utility bill) and any updates to 

your student immunisation records. Please 

enrol your child at your local intake school. 

Applications close 20th July 2018. 

2018 School Fees and Contributions 

School voluntary contributions are overdue. 

Sound Waves Student Book are charges 

therefore payment is required for these text 

books. Payment can be made  by cash, chq 

and EFTPOS at the front office.   

Direct debit into the Baler School account 

 06 6543 1003 0777.  Ref: Student  name  

Thank you to all Parents who have paid con-

tributions and charges for 2018. 

By paying these charges and contributions 

each year the money is being used for the 

school and students. 

Please contact the school office on 91721955 

if you have queries regarding this account. 

DOLLARMITES SCHOOL BANKING IS HELD  AT 

THE CANTEEN WINDOW EVERY WEDNESDAY  

FROM 8:00AM TILL 8:20AM 
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Do you have an hour a week to mentor a 
Baler Primary School student? Or would 
you like to assist as a Learning Support Vol-

unteer? 

  

Baler Primary School and EdConnect 
Australia are seeking volunteers to pro-
vide learning support or one-on-one 
mentoring. Mentors share skills, 
knowledge and experience in order to 
build confidence and transform a stu-
dent’s outlook and prospects. Learning 
Support Volunteers assist with class-
room tasks and programs around the 
school including assisting students with 
reading or numeracy. 

  

It’s about enhancing wellbeing and en-
riching lives and communities by ena-
bling people of all ages to help each oth-
er.  It’s about giving everyone every op-
portunity to realise their potential – in 
school, in life and in the community. It’s 
about encouraging students to stay en-
gaged at school, but also equipping 
young people with the life skills they 
need.  As an EdConnect volunteer you 
will have the opportunity to learn new 
skills, make new friends and make a real 
difference in your community, you will 
build connections and improve 
your wellbeing, too. 

  

For more information contact Karen 
Barden – EdConnect Australia Rural Li-
aison Officer 

Email: karen.barden@edconnect.org.au 

mailto:karen.barden@edconnect.org.au


SCHOOL WEATHER WALL 
 This term Egret 2 have been doing the weather wall for GWN7 on a Tuesday night. We have 
looked at the minimum and maximum each Tuesday and then waited patiently to hear our 
names being called out on the news. Each Tuesday 3 lucky students had their names mentioned 
and we were able to see our results on the screen. We had to learn to read the special thermom-
eter that recorded the minimum and maximum. Unfortunately our rain gauge was taken so we 
missed out looking at how much rain fell when the storms 
came in week 6. 

 

Regards, 

Mr Bradley Western                                                             

Teacher Egret 2  
 

  

 

 

.   
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 Tech-savvy kid - or techno-brat? The warning signs parents need to watch for 

Family Zone Team 

 

 

Parents can be rightfully proud of their tech-savvy little ones, who have often learned to swipe before they can speak. But 

where’s the line between healthy and balanced digital kids - and full-blown techno-brats? Parents are kidding themselves if they 

believe their children are being entertained “for free” by their devices, notes Canadian behavioural and parenting specialist Victoria 

Prooday.“The payment is waiting for you just around the corner. We pay with our kids’ nervous systems, with their attention, and 

with their ability for delayed gratification. “The impact is especially evident in classroom behaviour. Educators say kids are entering 

school “emotionally unavailable for learning,” and experts are pointing the finger at screen-time - and the hands-free digital par-

enting style that allows kids unfettered access. Tech-savvy - or techno-bratty? The line can be a fine one, but here are some of the 

warning signs parents need to listen out for.  

“Mum, I’m boooored!” We take it for granted that our children need “stimulation.” But too much of even a wonderful thing can 

have unexpectedly negative outcomes.  Poodray points out that the average classroom - compared with, say, the average video 

game - is a distinctly low-definition experience. Human voices. A few rows of desks. Books with two-dimensional images and lots of 

boring black squiggles on white paper.  Is it any wonder that kids who cut their teeth (literally and figuratively) on high-energy, spe-

cial-effects-heavy apps get antsy?  Quite simply, their brains have become accustomed to high levels of visual and auditory stimula-

tion - and teachers can’t compete. 

“I want it now, Daddy!”A generation ago, children were taught that “good things come to those who wait.” But in an on-demand, 

fast-food, instant-download digital world that truism no longer feels so true.   “The ability to delay gratification means to be able to 

function under stress,” observes Poodray. “Our children are gradually becoming less equipped to deal with even minor stressors, 

which eventually become huge obstacles to their success in life.” 

The quick-fix of an app or game can be a lifesaver for frazzled parents on a long drive, or even a long line at the supermarket. (Kids 

aren’t the only ones who demand instant gratification!) But when “entertainment entitlement” - as some researchers are calling it - 

becomes entrenched, the impact on learning can be profound.  Reading is an obvious example of a skill that requires a robust capaci-

ty for deferred gratification. No child “wins” at reading without intense, protracted and visually monotonous effort.  
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“Sharing? Not caring!”   Social skills are at the heart of successful adult life: academically, profession-

ally and in private life. But kids who have grown up with social media may be at increased risk of de-

veloping social awkwardness and anxiety when it comes to real-life relating. 

Consider conversations that happen offline. They depend on a skill that linguists refer to as “turn-taking” - reading the cues, both ver-

bal and non-verbal, that signal when it’s appropriate to speak or to listen. Like most skills, this one takes time and practice to develop.  

Children who clock more hours of screen-time than “life-time” don’t get the opportunity for that time or practice. They grow accus-

tomed to doing, saying and reacting in virtual isolation. The feedback they may get from others online is fragmented and delayed. 

A child rules the world online. He or she may even be creating their world online, on Minecraft or Fortnite or Roblox. That’s exciting - 

but it can also structure expectations about how the world works. And it can make classroom management a nightmare for teachers. 

“I’m the boss of me” We smile indulgently when a three-year-old says it. But should we?   My son doesn’t like vegetables. My daugh-

ter hates going to bed early. He doesn’t like toys, but he’s amazing on his iPad. She just doesn’t like putting on her shoes and socks. He 

knows how to use a knife and fork but prefers a spoon.   Poodray says she hears comments like this from parents all the time. “But 

since when do children dictate to us how to parent them?” she asks. “Unfortunately, in order to achieve our goals, we have to do 

what’s necessary, which may not always be what we want to do.”   This is especially true in a classroom setting, where the agenda is 

generally not self-directed, and where collective rather than individual effort is required. Questioning the authority of the teacher to 

“be the boss” is unlikely to be indulged.   The child who throws a techno-tantrum whenever Mum or Dad suggests it’s time to give the 

tablet a rest is doing her best to keep adults in the role of subordinates.This extremely common behaviour reveals   a parenting style 

that is tentative about, perhaps even fearful of, setting limits.  Says Poodray, “Don’t be afraid to set limits. Kids need limits to grow 

happy and healthy.” She advocates making a schedule for meal times, sleep times and technology times. 

Cyber educator Martine Oglethorpe of the Melbourne-based consultancy The Modern Parent agrees - and she advocates Family Zone 

as the most effective  way to set and maintain those boundaries. The mother of five children between the ages of 6 and 17, Ogle-

thorpe is a firm believer in putting screen-time limits in place as early as possible.  “The internet is an amazing resource for kids, and 

we wouldn’t want to deprive them of it, even if we could,” she says. “But just as have clear rules about bedtime and balanced meals, 

we need to let our children know that when it comes to technology in our home, we, the adults, are in charge.”  If your goal as a par-

ent is to raise children who are tech-savvy (not techno-bratty), Family Zone can help. A powerful solution for managing family screen-

time, Family Zone lets parents set effective boundaries for children’s online activities on every device they use. Use Family Zone to con-

trol access to games and apps, set bedtimes, restrict social media, block adult content and more. 

Topics: Parental Controls, Screen time, Mobile Apps, Cyber Safety, classroom management, attention span, instant gratification  
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  CARNIVAL   
DAY ! 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  NAUTILUS 

   VOLUTE 

    COWRIE 

    TRITON 



 

PHOTOGRAPHY EXCURSION 

 

 

Can you guess the places in Hedland we visited during our Photography Excursion? 



 

 

                   WARRALONG WARRIORS 

On behalf of the Staff and Students of Baler PS we would like to thank the Warralong Warriors 

for coming to visit and entertaining us with traditional dance today for NAIDOC WEEK. 

We are very privileged to have such a multicultural school community. 
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Robotics Enrichment students have been learning how to program Lego EV3 robots. They got to show 

case their programming and coding skills recently at the Wickham Robocup Junior Competition. We had 

five groups who participated in the Robo Dance category and one group who competed in the Line Res-

cue category. Each group performed exceptionally well on the day. We are looking forward to learning 

more about coding EV3 robots next term. 

 



 

 

         Baler Enrichment Program 

             

              

 

Baler Enrichment Students have had a busy term with a range of 

different enrichment opportunities being offered. We kicked off the 

term showcasing some of our amazing pastel art work in the Enrich-

ment Gala exhibition. During Term Two our Art Enrichment focus 

moved to Photography. Students learnt a range of different pho-

tography techniques to capture amazing photos. They then got to 

go on an excursion around town to capture some interesting pho-

tos of our community. Students then created and published their 

own photography websites to showcase their photos. 

 

Our Mathematics Enrichment students have been working hard to 

finish their 3D scale models of the front entry area to our school. Stu-

dents had to measure the space and decide what they wanted to 

see in the front area of our school. They then had to draw their 

plans to scale and construct a 3D model, which recently presented 

to our school P&C and principal for their consideration when they 

redesign that area of the school. 

 

Finally, our Literacy Enrichment students have been learning about 

Journalism this term. They have each been working on their own 

articles and are getting ready to put them all together to create 

and publish a school magazine. 



Games and Gadgets Incursion  
Tuesday 17th July  

Year 4 5 & 6 Students  

notes will be sent home today. 27/06/18 

 
 

                           

                            

 

 



 

 
As a parent you are required to send your child to 
school everyday unless you have provided a reason 
for them to be away.  There are many schools al-

ready using SMS to communicate with parents about unexplained absences. We understand that at 
times life gets busy and parents often forget to write that note or contact the class teacher explaining 
an absence, so to assist Baler PS will be phasing in the use of Message U, an SMS supported platform in 
the next few weeks.  If you have forgotten to provide a reason to the school about why 
your child is away, you will automatically receive a text message advising you of the 
absence. To assist the school staff, please respond as detailed in the message. You do 
not need to install any app or software on your mobile. 

http://www.larplism.catholic.edu.au/
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       Head Lice 

A number of classes at the end of last term had an outbreak of head lice.  I understand this can be very frustrating (and expensive) for families 

who feel they are continually treating their children and must point out that Students are not allowed to attend school with live lice or untreated 

eggs in their hair and as such parents will be contacted and asked to collect their children for treatment. Our school nurse, Chrissy McDowell, has 

provided a cheap and safe alternative to the chemical based treatments on the market. This is included elsewhere in the newsletter for your refer-

ence. 


