
 

 

Baler Bulletin  

Term 2 Week 5 2020    

Dear Parents / Guardians, 

This would have to be one of the strangest starts to a term that I have ever experi-

enced!  In fact, I am sure that you will all agree that it has been a very unusual 

year to date, however through all of the Covid-19 angst and genuine concerns 

one thing that has shone through is the strength and support of our school com-

munity.  The students have been amazing, the teachers have been amazing, parents have 

been amazing and so supportive.  As a school community we should be very proud – yes 

we have had challenges and will continue to do so but together we are stronger. 

I want to thank you again for your support. The COVID-19 pandemic is affecting our entire 
community and has presented us with extraordinary challenges in managing schooling dur-
ing the first half of 2020.  I am pleased that together, we have been able to make the best of 
this situation and ensure your child’s safety and continuity of learning.  
 

Last Friday I addressed all students and staff via video 

linkup using Zoom and I asked the children what are 

some of the things they like about school now with the 

COVID 19 changes and some of the things they liked 

about school before.  The graphic below is what the 

students in Osprey 5 said … 

The resilience and independence displayed by our 

students has been fantastic.  It is so heart-warming to 

watch older siblings escorting younger siblings,  and 

Year 1’s (and younger) trotting off to their classes unescorted.  I actually think the parents 

have been more worried than the children  - be proud of your children and celebrate their 

new found independence – yes your ‘babies’ are growing up. 

Baler has had wonderful attendance since compulsory schooling recommenced on the 18
th

 

May.  In fact, we now have 91% of our students back at school. This is something to cele-

brate however I have noticed that over the last three Fridays that our attendance slips back 

and it seems that families are taking the opportunity to go camping or have a long weekend.  

I do understand that as restrictions were lifted that this was a natural reaction however after 

this upcoming long weekend which stretches over four days I do ask families to have a re-

newed focus on their child’s education and maintain attendance at school from Monday to 

Friday. 

 

Kindest Regards 

Karen Burgess 

 

                                                      Baler Admin Staff come 

prepared for any 

Weather!! 
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Upcoming events  

Fri 29th May  

SCHOOL  

DEVELOPMENT 

DAY 

———— 

Mon 1st  June 

Public Holiday 

West ern  

Australia Day! 

———— 

Wed 10th 11th 12th 

June 

School Photo 

Days! 

 

School Values Baler  

Sea of Cultures  

www.balerps.wa.edu.au  

Baler Close, South Hedland 

WA  6722 A.B.N. 12 533 442 

065  

BSB: 066 543 Account: 

10030777 

Phone: (08) 9172 8400   

Email:  

Bal-

er.PS@education.wa.edu.au  

Department of Education 

Security:  1800 177 777   

Police:  131 444  or  9160 

mailto:Baler.ps@education.wa.edu.au
mailto:Baler.ps@education.wa.edu.au
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Report 

 

Reports will be issued on Monday June 29. With the regular attendance of many students be-
ing lower over this time, the breadth and depth of the curriculum covered throughout Semes-
ter 1 may have been reduced.  For this reason, schools are not required to include A to E 
grades on this year’s Semester 1 student reports.  It also means that your child’s attendance 
may not be reported, and any written comments may provide less information on their pro-
gress than usual.   

Schooling is once again returning to normal and our students are engaging in the regular cur-
riculum, in their usual classroom environment.  Those approved to learn from home are also 
being supported.  Semester 2 reports will reflect this and therefore provide the usual, more 
detailed information on your child’s progress and achievement. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and encouragement as we work together to provide the 
best learning opportunities for our students. As we progress, I’ll be sure to keep you updated 
with any new information. 
 
——————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 

Buildings 

This year continues to be a busy year with a number of building upgrades taking place.    

Early Childhood:  Many of you will have noticed the beginning construction of our new Early Childhood 

Centre (ECE).  We have some very excited teachers and students waiting to move into this building.  We 

believe this should take place in August.  

Administration Upgrade: Following the completion of the ECE building the new Administration upgrade will 

commence.  This will require administration staff to relocate to various locations around the school as of 

October.  Further information in regards to this will follow as we get closer but we will have a temporary 

reception operating out of one of the transportable classrooms.  

Car Park: This has been a source of concern for many families and the school and I am finally excited to 

announce that with the financial support of the Town of Port Hedland that our carpark upgrade will be tak-

ing place later this year.  I shared the plans with the School Board this week and all were very much in fa-

vour of the new design.  We are aiming to have this done over a school holiday period to minimize disrup-

tion. 

Carpets, Ceilings, Painting and other Maintenance:  Many classrooms will be undergoing refurbishments 

over the next couple of weeks which will require classes to relocate to temporary locations.  The timing of 

this is not ideal however the school has been informed that all works need to be undertaken before the end 

of the financial year and so we have little flexibility around this.  Again we will be calling on our students 

and teachers to take a growth mindset approach to this and consider the wonderful ‘\new-like’ classrooms 

they will end up with.  
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Uniform Shop 

 

Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 the Uniform Shop has been unable to operate as normal.  To com-

pound this, it is also located in an area of the school that will be undergoing refurbishment and as 

such due to limited storage at the school is in the process of being shifted off-site.  This off-site loca-

tion will continue until the new Administration Block is completed in 2021 due to the space being 

required for temporary offices.   

Uniform Shop arrangements will be: 

 The uniform shop will operate off site 
 The new uniform shop coordinator is Chloe Farrell – uniformshop.balerpandc@gmail.com  
 The hours will be 8:00am  - 9:00am Mondays and Wednesdays – this is when orders will be 

processed and packed. 
 Uniforms will be delivered to the canteen for distribution via lunch baskets – or families can 

negotiate an alternative arrangement with the Coordinator for pick up 
 All orders online via Flexi schools or emailing the order form to the uniform shop coordinator -

order form is also on school website 
 Orders must be paid for when ordering and receipt emailed to the uniform shop coordinator 
 Hats will still be available from the canteen – no cash at present – ring the school and ask to 

speak to the canteen to pay over the telephone 
 
  The school can ring the Coordinator to negotiate uniforms for new families on non-open days 

to enable enrolments to continue – the school will have some sample sizes for new families to 
try on prior to ordering. 

 

mailto:uniformshop.balerpandc@gmail.com
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Baler Learning Club 

This term Baler Learning Club students have continued various learn-

ing activities but with one big difference…completing them from 

home! Due to the current COVID-19 restrictions we have been oper-

ating via a distance education model, meaning that students com-

plete their activities online or through work packs. This term we have 

all been working on the problem “how to reduce the waste in our 

house” and to solve this, student have completed a range of STEM, 

art and research projects to help their families cut down on waste. 

Some of the activities have included making solar ovens, compost 

containers and upcycled art. We are hoping that we will be able to 

restart face to face Learning Club soon but in the meantime we are 

having fun sharing these projects with our families and seeing what 

the students create from home.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baler Enrichment Program 

Baler Year Four, Five and Six students still have the opportunity to 

enrich and extend their learning through our Enrichment Program. 

This term we are focusing on Journalism and Web Design. Journal-

ism students are working on articles to make into a school maga-

zine that will be published at the end of the program. Web Design 

students are competing in an International Web Design competi-

tion and are learning a range of coding techniques that go on be-

hind the scenes of their favourite websites. Those students who 

took part in the Pastel Art program in Term One, were able to fin-

ish their art works that they started. These works will be exhibited 

around the school for their peers to enjoy. 

Mrs Louisa LARADO   
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National Reconciliation Week 

 

Today is the beginning of Reconciliation 

week. This morning Baler Primary School 

took part in the National Acknowledge-

ment of Country to show respect for 

Traditional Owners and the connection of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples to Country. This will help create 

a more united Australia, as we all walk 

together towards reconciliation. Thanks 

to Baler Learning Club for conducting 

this across the school. 
 

 

Kind Regards 

 

Louisa Larado 

Baler Learning Club Coordinator & Enrichment 

Teacher  

Baler Primary School 
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Baler was asked to paint a canvas for the Blue Tree Project to raise aware-

ness of mental health and to highlight that there is always someone in our 

community who will listen or help. Marlee, Arriyjana and Brriy worked to-

gether over two days to complete this painting and put a lot of thought in-

to its presentation. They thought it would be meaningful to have the ocean 

and Pilbara sunset as the background and wanted the tree to enter from 

the side and the branches extend out of the frame.  

 

Miss Savannah Timpani 

Year 6 Teacher 
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