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25th September 2019 From Our Principal      

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

 

As we once again come to the end of another school term I would like to thank all families for 

their involvement in the many events we have had this term – events such as our Family Maths 

Day, Book Week, our School Review, Father’s Day Stalls, Colour Fun Run, Grow Your Mind 

Day, Year 6 Camp, Music Festival, Lightning Carnival, War on Waste and Open Night.  It has been a busy 

term but also a very rewarding one!  Children love having their families involved in the school and research 

shows that the more involved a family is in the school, then the better the educational outcomes for children.  

We love having families in the school, whether it be for a one off event or on a regular basis. 

 

Leave: 

For those of you that have seen me hobbling around the school, it has now come to the time that I can no 

longer keep up with the staff – let alone the students! – and so in Term 4, I will be taking leave to have some 

much needed surgery on my knee.  Mr Bruce Blay has been appointed Acting Principal for Term 4.  Mr Blay 

is an experienced Principal who is coming out of retirement to assist, he has considerable experience in 

Pilbara schools and I am sure he will be welcomed to Baler in our normal inclusive Baler way.  

 

School Review: 

All WA public schools are reviewed every three years by the Department of Education’s Public School Ac-

countability directorate. On the 29th August, Baler undertook its first review.  A review gives assurance to 

the local community, the Minster for Education & Training and the Director General that a school is operat-

ing effectively and delivering high quality education to its students.  It also acknowledges achievements and 

provides feedback to support the school with improvement planning. 

I am very pleased to report that as a school we are deemed to be operating effectively and the Review Team 

validated all areas of our operation; and supported all of our self-identified improvements with no further 

recommendations other that what as a school we had already identified for future actions.  Thank you to our 

School Board and community members who joined us on the day and agreed to be interviewed by the re-

viewers.   

 

A full copy of the report is available on the school website: http://balerps.wa.edu.au/about/reports-and-
planning/  
 

Phone Number: 

Please be advised due to an upgrade of DOE telephone systems Baler now has a new telephone number.  

Calls to our old number will be re directed for an interim period of time.  Our new number is 9172 8400. 

 

Car Park and Road Usage: 

I would once again like to ask for families to be conscious of our students when driving and parking around 

the school, especially around the busy drop off and pick up times.  We have had a couple of close incidents 

in the last couple of weeks and ask for everybody’s patience and assistance in keeping our children safe. 

 

Swimming: 

We have some good news in regards to Swimming lessons.  The school has been advised that DOE 

Statewide Services have assisted in working towards enabling swimming lessons for Hedland schools next 

term.  More information in regards to dates will be provided once they have worked through the necessary 

logistics.   

www.balerps.wa.edu.au 
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Upcoming events  

Fri Sept 27th  

Assembly SP5 & SP7 

Last Day of Term 

 

Mon 14th Oct 

 First Day of Term 4 

 

Fri 18th Oct  

School Development 

Day - Students don’t 

attend 

 

Fri 25th Oct 

 Assembly J2 

 

 Tue 29th Oct 

Free Dress for the 

Troops 

 

http://balerps.wa.edu.au/about/reports-and-planning/
http://balerps.wa.edu.au/about/reports-and-planning/
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  On Friday 13th September, Year 5 and 6 students participated in the Interschool Lightning Carnival against 

South Hedland PS, St Cecilia’s PS, Yandeyarra Remote Community School and Marble Bar PS, in their chosen 

sport: Netball, Soccer, AFL or Cricket. The day was a great success with all students getting involved, having fun 

and performing admirably. In true Baler fashion, great sportsmanship was shown throughout the day with a spe-

cial mention to some of our students who jumped onto other school’s teams to build up their numbers- a real tes-

tament to the main focus of the day which is participation and interschool relations. A huge thank you to the par-

ents who came down to help, watch and cheer on our teams- carnival days run so much more smoothly with your 

support! Well done to our netball and soccer teams who brought home the shields! - Ms Ward                                                         

From Our Principal 

 

School Works: 

Well it seems as if schools have been in the spot light this week and Baler was featured on the news in regards to some very welcome 

funding to support upgrades in our school. Over the next couple of years Baler will be receiving $1.8 million to facilitate upgrades and 

address maintenance issues.  We are very excited to receive this funding which will cover some much needed maintenance and enable us 

to continue our focus on classroom refreshments by re painting some rooms and providing new carpets and fixed furnishings to some 

rooms.  We will also be using some of these funds to work with the Town of Port Hedland on a much needed upgrade the carpark. This 

has been a safety concern for many years and I know it is something that our parents have expressed concerns about many times.  I have 

also already had preliminary conversations in regards to the inadequacy of our current Administration Building and so to hear that we 

have been successful in this bid and are to also receive an Administration upgrade will be very much welcomed.  Baler was established in 

1975, however a school is more than just a set of buildings; it is a sub-community and it is the people and the community that make the 

school the wonderful place it is.  By providing these much needed upgrades our school community will be able to continue to foster learn-

ing in modern upgraded facilities with pride. 

I wish all families a safe and wonderful holiday. 

 

Kind regards, 

Karen Burgess 



 

 

 

Baler Primary School hosted an Indonesian Dance incursion by a lo-
cal dance troupe from the Indonesian Hedland Community. The 

troupe comprised of talented and charismatic dancers as young as 5 
who mesmerised staff and students with their various dance moves. 
We had a great opportunity to listen to an introduction and witness 

traditional Balinese dances called Mbok Jamu and Poco Poco. After 
the dancers had completed their performances, the entire school was 
invited to have a go at the Poco Poco dance moves. You should have 

seen how quick some of our students were in picking up some of the 
dance moves! It was heartening to see how much everyone enjoyed 
the incursion and our ability to network with members from the local 

Hedland community.  

 

 

Baler Primary School celebrated Language Week this term to commemo-

rate rich cultural diversities present in the world around us. Students had 
meaningful learning opportunities to watch videos which included the his-
tory of languages, the life of 4-year-old polyglot who could speak 7 dif-

ferent languages and watch an I-movie created by Callum Mills, Jade 
Roil, Shayli Andrews and Lyla Mitchell from Kestrel 4 on the wonderful 
diversity of cultures and languages present in our school. Specially select-

ed books on cultures and languages were also displayed in our school library for students to read and discuss 
with each other. There was also a special ‘Good Morning’ greeting made each morning in 4 different languages 
for everyone. It was indeed a wonderful week for everyone. Happy Language Week from Baler Primary School 

to you!  

 

As part of the Languages curriculum, all Year 3 to 6 students 

had a rich exposure to several learning opportunities to learn 

about Indonesia’s journey to independence. To commemo-

rate Indonesia’s Independence Day, students participated in 

lessons and learnt how this day was celebrated by Indonesi-

ans around the world. They especially enjoyed learning 

about the symbolic games Indonesians across all age groups 

partake in to celebrate this special day. Most students were able to relate their personal experiences with some 

of these Indonesian games which were known under a different name in English. During the same week, stu-

dents from the Baler Learning Club had the first-hand experience to play one of the five games called ‘Lari Kel-

ereng’ or commonly known as the ‘Marble On Spoon Race’ to experience the symbolic meaning behind the 

game. As it was a brand new experience for some of the students, they were extremely enthusiastic in trying to 

beat their opponents during the race. It was wonderful to see the extent to which students from all year levels 

from the Baler Learning Club enjoy this game.  
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Baler students celebrated their sec-

ond annual Grow Your Mind Day this 

term. Grow your mind day is all about 

celebrating positive mental health and 

teaching students about the im-

portance of a growth mindset while re-

inforcing our “You Can Do It!” values of 

persistence, confi-

dence, getting 

along, organisation and resilience. 

The day was a mixture of team 

building activities, STEM challenges 

and mindfulness activities which en-

courage cooperative learning, self-

reflection and a lot of fun, which 

was thoroughly enjoyed by both 

teachers and students. 
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This term Baler Enrichment students have been taking 

part in Creative Writing and Photography.  

 

Creative Writing students have been writing their own 

short stories that 

are ready to be 

published. They 

first learnt a 

range of different 

writing tech-

niques to en-

hance their writing. They then planned and wrote 

their own stories and designed their front covers us-

ing graphic design software. These stories are now 

getting ready to be sent to the publishers do be printed. There will be a completion 

book of all of their short stories also published for our school library. 

 

Photography students have been learning about a range of elements of photography, 

including composition, line, shape, angles and mood. They have also created their 

own online portfolio websites to upload their best photos 

onto, as well as using simple editing software to enhance 

their photos. An exciting part of the course was getting to 

go on an excursion around Port Hedland to capture a 

range of different pho-

tos from our communi-

ty. There will also be 

an opportunity for stu-

dents to exhibit their 

favourite photos for 

their families next term. 
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Baler Learning Clubs students have had a great Term Three, enjoying a range of 

activities including creating our own Dreaming Stories, taking part in some differ-

ent STEM challenges to encourage team work and critical thinking, learning 

about inspiring Indigenous role models and enjoying literacy and numeracy 

games to reinforce concepts learnt in class. Baler Learning Club is part of the 

Graham (Polly) Famer Foundation, empowering Indigenous students through ed-

ucation to pursue their aspirations at school and beyond. 

 

 

 

 

Our team of Year Six students had a meaningful experience 

during a recent visit to Hedland Senior High School to experi-

ence the Follow the Dream Program, which is also part of the 

Graham (Polly) Farmer Foundation. They were accompanied 

by Mr. Rick who is also involved with the Baler Learning Club. 

Follow the Dream Program coordinator, Mr. Simon Thompson 

planned a range of activities which began with an afternoon 

tea for our students to have a firsthand experience interacting 

and collaborating with some of the high school students who 

were part of the Follow the Dream Program.  

They were pleasantly surprised to meet some of their previous schoolmates who were currently part of the 

program. It was heartening to see how well our students assimilated into a new learning environment and 

the manner in which they were engaged during planned activities which included Robotics, Aboriginal Art 

and a friendly Basketball game. They thoroughly enjoyed the session and were looking forward to being 

part of the Follow the Dream Program next year.  
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My favourite two memories 
from camp was doing the surf 
competition and playing spot-
light at night before bed. I 
also enjoyed spending time 
with my best friends.  

Keddy Westerink, K6  

Year 6 Broome Camo was 
amazing. From the camels to 
the food to the 
surf carnival and 
more. Camp is 100% 
my highlight of the 
year.   

- Alex Halafihi Yr6 
K5 

At camp I did camel riding, raft build-
ing and rock climbing and went to the 
croc farm and pearl luggers, and much 
more. But do you know why I loved it? 
Because my friends where there! It 
was a privilege and a blast and I wish I 
could go again! - Cadie Doyle, K4 

The food was great, I liked the sal-

ad and lasagne. The activities were re-

ally fun, you got to try new things with 

people you hardly work with. Everyone had 

enough sleep so nobody was too grumpy. 

My favourite moment was the barbeque on 

the beach, I enjoyed every moment of the 

camp trip! - Kyana Taylor, K4 

Dear Parents of Year 6 Camp Students  

Thank you for trusting us with your whole 
world and sending your child to this year’s 
Camp in Broome.  

They were really, really great. I was so 
amazed by their constant commitment to 
join in and encourage each other. Every-
one gave 110% to team activities. The raft 
building, the wall climbing, the rope tug of 
war and even the camp washing up was 
done with enthusiasm. I was so proud of 
each and everyone of 
them. It was so refresh-
ing to engage with them 
in a different environ-
ment. Camp was fun! - 
Maree Doel 

The nutritious food gave me and 
my peers the energy to do the 
challenging but fun activities on 
the time table. The camel rides 
were very exciting, my camel's 
name was Chris. Playing spotlight 
was also lots of fun after 
watching a movie outside. 
We would then head to bed 
awaiting the next day. - 
James Taylor, K4 

The food on camp was 
delicious and gave us lots 

of energy to do all of the fun activities on 
the timetable. My favourite memory from 
camp was getting to see the second biggest 
pearl in Broome and riding the camels, my 
camels name was Mufusa. – Amelia Viti K6  

I experienced a lot of great 

adventures that only Broome 

has! It was so fun! I learnt so 

many things and I didn’t 

want to go home.  

 -  Shayli Andrews K5 
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The 2019 Baler Book Fair was a resounding success. There was a wide range of 
books and activity packs available and quite a few of the books proved to be very 
popular.  The final count has not been completed yet but we are sure to have 
earned lots of rewards for the school! So thank you to everyone for showing your 
support.  

Thank you to all our Baler fami-
lies who attended our Open Night 
last Wednesday.  We had an 

amazing turn out with students excited to show their work and classrooms to 
their families - there was a wonderful, positive atmosphere  around the 
school on the night.  Thank you to the Baler P&C for providing the Sausage 
Sizzle and staff from Hedland Senior High School for their presentation in 
the staffroom.  Hopefully families were also able to purchase books from our 
Book Fair in the library – thank you to our Librarian, Mrs Theyer.  Please 
remember to book an appointment with classroom teachers if you are want-
ing to discuss anything further.  Thank you for your support.  

Regards Mrs Jones 

 

 

 

Wednesday the 11th of September, Baler Primary 

School Choir had the exciting opportunity to per-

form in the 43rd Annual Pilbara Music Festival. 

The choir did an incredible job performing their 

three songs “Don't Give Up On Me”, “Somewhere 

Only We Know” and “I am Australian”. Not only 

did the students give an outstanding perfor-

mance but they also represented Baler Primary 

School with pride and with exemplary behaviour. 

Miss Fitzgerald and Mr Munyard were very proud 

of all the students.  

 

WAR ON WASTE COMMITEE 

 

On Friday, Baler PS participated in the Great Northern Clean Up. 
This clean-up is vital in ensuring Baler does our part for the Pilbara 
environment before it comes to the wet season and monsoon rains 
washes our rubbish away. 

 

All classes from Pre-Primary to Year 6 participated with our Kinder-
garten Classes contributing next week. It was great to see all students 
having a go and making our school a clean and amazing learning 
environment.  

 

Last Clean Up we collected 94kgs of rubbish. This time we collected 
122kgs! This is an amazing achievement and well done to everyone 
that helped!  

 

Thank you to Keiren and Jillian from Care for Hedland for their as-
sistance on the day. 
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