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Helping Students Thrive

Well, it’s hard to believe we are now mid way through 2019. Term 2 has seen 

further expansion and growth of our program. Much time and effort has gone into 

recruiting new volunteers to meet the continuous demand from our schools for 

more mentors. We held a Module 2 – Mentoring Skills workshop at Lotteries 

House on 10th June. A huge welcome to our newest volunteer mentors Gary, Kim 

and Kimi (photo within!). We have also welcomed two additional mentors who 

completed the online training version of Module 2. Welcome Nicole and Rosie! 

We hope that you enjoy the experience of supporting your mentee throughout the 

school year. I always like hearing from our mentors as it’s great to know what 

issues you are facing and what strategies seem to be working in terms of helping 

your mentee be the best version of themselves. So just remember I am only a 

phone call or email away!

We have a couple of upcoming events to pencil in your diaries – our Term 3 

Volunteer Catch Up which will include a Resource Facilitation workshop, there 

will also be a Supplementary Workshop being facilitated by Jenny Gleeson from 

LifeWorx and two Community Information Sessions. Information about each of 

these events can be found within this newsletter. I will be seeking assistance with 

the Information session, so any help will be greatly appreciated. 

Finally, Cassia Primary School’s Deb Edwards was trained early in the Term 2 as 

a School Coordinator and the first volunteer will be placed in Term 3. Welcome 

aboard Deb, I am sure your students will greatly value the support from our 

mentors. - Megan  
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A Volunteer’S

EXPERIENCE AS A 

PILBARA  MENTOR
Elyssa Svarc

Hedland Senior High School

Pilbara Mentor since March 

2018

My mentee and I catch up every week. I think she really looks forward to it and is a very organised person who likes 
to sit down with me to plan our sessions so we are clear on what activities we will do each week! (Even if the 
activity is to just sit and talk!). 

We have an A3 scrap book that we complete activities in. So far it has our list of potential activities, a crafty collage 
and will soon have the vision board and a collage of photos we have taken added to it. We have also done one 
session of cooking, where we made bliss balls and I intend on doing this again at some point as my mentee also 
loves to cook and look up recipes together.

Most significantly I have been taking my camera to our sessions and teaching her how to use all the settings and 
take considered pictures of various things such as flowers, trees and aspects of buildings. She seems to really enjoy 
it and has even started to use her mums camera at home. My mentee said that she is looking forward to when she 
might be able to do photography classes in school and loves that I am giving her a head start and teaching her all 
about it. These photos will be added to our scrap book in some way which will be great as she will be able to keep it 
as a memory.

Suzie (School Coordinator) at the High School is a great 'go-to' person for the program and no request related to our 
sessions is any trouble for her. 

Megan will be running two short ‘Volunteer 
With Us’ information sessions on August 6 @ 
12pm and 5pm. Sessions will run for no 
longer than 30 minutes and will include 
question time along with light refreshments.  

If any volunteers are available to come along 
to one of the sessions, please let Megan know 
as this will provide attendees with some good 
first-hand insight to the role of a Pilbara 
Mentor. 

CAN 
YOU 
HELP?



Upcoming Events

DATE

SUBJECT Information Sessions Become a Pilbara Mentor

August 6 , 2019  @ 12pm and 5pm (30 mins) 

WHERE Web Business Hub, 18 Edgar Street, Port Hedland

Come along and support Megan by encouraging others to volunteer!

DATE

SUBJECT Personality Dimensions Workshop, hosted by Lifeworx.

September 23, 2019 @ 1.00pm  until  4.30 pm

WHERE Youth Involvement Council, 34 Lawson Street, South Hedland

RSVP By 20th August 2019 to megan.brouwer@edconnect.org.au

More information over the page

Limited spaces available - RSVP as soon as possible to guarantee 

yours

DATE

SUBJECT Volunteer Catch Up : Mentoring Activities and Resource Ideas

August 6 2019 @ 10am 

WHERE Web Business Hub, 18 Edgar Street, Port Hedland

RSVP By Friday 2nd August 2019 to megan,brouwer@edconnect.org.au

EdConnect Australia thanks the ongoing support of the Roy Hill 
Community Foundation. This support makes it possible to 
service our schools in Hedland. Without this support, we would 
not be able to help local students who are in need of additional 
support.

mailto:megan.brouwer@edconnect.org.au


SHOP THIS LOOKThere's a wealth of information out there and 

we want to help you guide our students 

successfully. We have created a page of 

resources that we feel will aide you in your 

journey as a volunteer with EdConnect. Click 

the link above. We will also be facilitating a 

workshop to brainstorm mentoring session 

activities, share ideas and start developing a 

suite of useful tools and resources 

accessible in Hedland. 

We are always looking for ways to 

connect and give our Volunteers 

relevant information. We use Facebook 

to share ideas and stories – FOLLOW 

US on FACEBOOK to stay connected!

The workshops are interactive and include personality assessments to better understand your own 

personality type to gain a deeper, richer and more complete understanding of yourself and others, 

which may greatly assist you during your mentoring sessions.

Personality profiling provides you with an insight into how you prefer to communicate, learn and 

work, as well as gain a greater awareness of how you interact with others. 

Register Now to guarantee your spot

RESOURCES
EdConnect Resource Page

Like us on Facebook!

Personality Dimensions Workshop

mailto:megan.brouwer@edconnect.org.au?subject=Registration%20for%20Personality%20Dimensions%20Workshop
http://www.edconnectaustralia.org.au/volunteer-resources
http://www.facebook.com/edconnectaustralia
http://www.lifeworx.com.au/


EdConnect hosted the Annual Awards 

Evening at their main office in 

Maylands, WA on the 2nd of May. 

They honoured award winners and 

nominees for their outstanding 

commitment to volunteering.

To read more about the Annual 

Awards Evening and to see our 

volunteers' inspiring stories and 

videos, go to 

www.edconnectaustralia.org.au/2019

annualawardsevening.

NATIONAL NEWS

Danie McNeil will join EdConnect as the General 

Manager in Victoria and NSW. She joins us from her 

previous career at Bereaved Parent Support and SIDS 

and Kids in the Northern Territory. Her extensive work 

in the not-for-profit sector will aide EdConnect in our 

journey to service more schools and more students.

Local workplace values volunteering

EdConnect welcomes a new General Manager 

In April, the Town of Port Hedland (TOPH) invited Megan along to present some Volunteering Information 

sessions to their staff. The TOPH support staff to volunteer with our program by encouraging them to mentor 

during a lunch break, or at an agreed time during their working day. 

We had great interest from staff members and have already completed the recruitment, screening and 

training process for two new volunteers. We are very appreciate of The Town of Port Hedland’s ongoing 

support of the Pilbara Mentors program.

Other workplaces who are leading the way through supporting their staff to volunteer or support our program 

include; Roy Hill, Goodline, BHP Billiton, FMG, Roy Hill, Well Women’s Centre and Port Shed Yoga. We 

thank you all!



Teaching 

students about 

mentoring

During April, Megan visited Baler Primary School 

and St Cecilia’s Catholic Primary School to deliver 

a presentation to Leadership and Year 6 students  

titled ‘What is Mentoring’. 

The presentation was an opportunity for Pilbara 

Mentors to engage with students in our local 

member schools to discuss mentoring in general 

terms, learn about the skills and characteristics of 

a mentor and to encourage students to mentor their 

peers. 

It was also an opportunity to talk to the students 

about the Pilbara Mentors program and what our 

mentor’s do within their schools. Thanks to Rob 

Palladino, Kainaz Corda, Rachel Mullins, Karen 

Burgess, Rachael Jones and Kerry Orr for helping 

us to facilitate this session at the schools. We hope 

to expand this presentation to our other member 

schools during the second half of the year. 

and.. 

Welcome 

to Gary, 

Kim and 

Kimi

Contact EdConnect

1800 668 550

edconnect@edconnect.org.au

Last but definitely not least, a HUGE 

welcome to our newest Pilbara 

Mentors – Gary, Kimi and Kim 

(Above)


