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School Vision 

Baler Primary School 

provides a safe, creative 

and challenging learning 

environment within a mul-

ticultural and diverse set-

ting. 

In partnership with fami-

lies we strive to develop 

lifelong, independent 

learners who have re-

spect for self and others 

and who seek excellence. 

Literacy and Numeracy 

together with a strong 

Pastoral Care structure 

are the foundations for 

achieving the potential of 

every student. 

Upcoming   Events  

Wk 5: Fri  1st June  School 

Development Day  

Wk 6: Mon 4th June WA 

DAY Public Holiday   

Tues 5th June Constable 

care  

Wed 6th June  Family 

Maths Day  

Friday 8th June Faction 

Athletics Carnival 

Wk 7: Wed 13th Jun /14th 

/15th School  

PHOTO DAYS  

Assembly J2 Fri 15th Jun  

Wk 9: Tue 26th Jun Throws 

Interschool  

Athletics  

Thurs 28th Jun  

Interschool Athletics 

Thurs 28th Jun Ear Bus Visit   

Fri 29th Jun  Assembly K2  

FRIDAY 29th Jun e 

LAST DAY OF TERM  2 

30th May 2018  From the Principal 

 

Congratulations to all in our Baler 

Community! I accepted the” Best of 

Hedland Award” in the Best Educa-

tional Provider category on Saturday 

evening not only on behalf of all staff, students 

and parents (for the second year in a row), but also 

on behalf of all education providers in Hedland; 

with a special thanks to all in our Baler family for 

supporting everything we do and trusting us with 

your children. Prior to accepting this award I had 

just arrived back from Regional Office in Karratha 

where it was announced that as part of a partner-

ship between the Department of Education, Royal-

ties for Regions and the Pilbara Development Commission, Pilbara schools have received 

$4.6 million dollars over three years to provide further support for our students. The fund-

ing will support schools to implement intervention strategies for students at risk, evidence 

based teaching methodology, attendance initiatives and further career pathway opportuni-

ties for secondary school students. This is an amazing and exciting opportunity that is 

unique to our region and will allow all schools in the region to move forward with a com-

mon direction over the next three years.  I look forward to sharing more information in re-

gards to this as we begin implementation. 

Karen Burgess - Principal 

TERM 3  Students  

Commences 

Monday 16th July  

On Sunday  20th May our staff car park was full!  Huge 

accolades to BHP and appreciation go to Mr Neil Dough-

ty and B Shift for sending in a team of 30 to give our 

grounds a ‘spruce up’.  Mr E our gardener has a massive 

job with the size of our grounds and I know you will all 

agree with me as to the amazing job he does but unfortu-

nately the ‘extra’ things that require more man power and 

‘busy bees’ are not always able to be actioned.  I know 

how ecstatic he is with everything that was done on 

SUNDAY!  Thank you BHP, and to all who helped. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwirqLCC6qfbAhWFrJQKHbIzCC0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.istockphoto.com%2Fillustrations%2Fthank-you&psig=AOvVaw3nshxNIL8DY-f9Ge7PXpry&ust=1527576977442211


 

PILBARA FACES 

Your children should have bought home an envelope this week with information and permission 

slips in regards to the Pilbara Faces Project.  We encourage all families to take a moment to read 

this and complete the enclosed permission form.  This project is a Telethon Heath Research project 

supported by the Department of Education that uses a 3D camera to take photos of students with 

parent permission.  The idea behind this project is to help treat some very sick children who have 

health problems that doctors have trouble finding a name for. These health problems are called rare 

diseases and affect both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal children.  By using this 3D facial technology 

the researches aim to build a non -identifiable data base so that in the future if a child is sick with a 

rare disease that has not been diagnosed the hope is that they can go to the doctor and have their 

photo taken.  This picture will be compared to a face that is made up from all of the other pictures in 

the computer to help determine a diagnosis so that they can get the best medicines and treatments. 

School Development Day & Public Holiday Monday June 1st  

A reminder to all that this Friday 1st June is a School Development Day and as such students 

are not required to attend school.  Following on from this is a public holiday on Monday 1st 

June so I hope all families enjoy an extra-long weekend.  Staff will be involved in professional 

development activities on Friday in alignment with our school vision.  Raising the awareness 

of culture across all cultures represented in our school is a key part of the inclusivity we con-

tinue to foster at Baler and as such on Friday staff will be undertaking aboriginal cultural 

awareness activities. Some of our Education Assistants will also be attending Literacy mod-

ules at Port Hedland PS. 

SCHOOL-AGED HEALTH SERVICES PARENT SURVEY  

Help the Department of Health to improve school-aged health services  

Do you have a child aged between three and 18?  

Child and Adolescent Community Health and WA Country Health Service are reviewing the community 

health services provided to school-aged children and across Western Australia. You are invited to complete 

a short survey to help them understand what is important to you, what is working well and what could be 

made better.  

For more information and to complete the survey, visit http://healthywa.wa.gov.au/School-health-services. 

The survey closes on Friday 8 June. 



 

SCHOOL PHOTO DAY IS APPROACHING  
 

  

  

 

 

School Photo day is approaching!  Fotomakers WA will be visiting Baler Primary School on 13th, 

14th June 2018 with Miscellaneous Groups being taken on 15th June 2018. Every student will re-

ceive an envelope. Their name and other individual information (ie. Unique shoot key for on line 

ordering) is printed on each personalised envelope. 

 Parents are asked to complete the envelope by marking the order they require and enclosing 

their payment choice (either cash or cheque inside the envelope or if ordering on line clearly 

showing the online receipt number on the front of the envelope). Every student must return 

their envelope on photo day with their order clearly marked, even where payment is made in 

one envelope for multiple siblings.  See your envelope for more information. 

Spare envelopes will be held at the school office for any new students or for those who have lost 

or forgotten their envelope but still wish to purchase photos.   

ALL students will be photographed individually on photography day for school administration 

records.  A second chance to purchase photos will be offered once delivery is made of all initial 

orders. 

The school will be offering a sibling photo service during your photography day.  If you would like 

to have a sibling photo taken please collect a ‘sibling envelope’ from the office. 

Fotomakers WA offer a 100% money back guarantee for any parent who is not fully satisfied with 
their photo package.  Should you have any queries before or after photo day, please direct them 
to admin@fotomakerswa.com.au or tel: 1300 876 920 

.   

Congratulations Connor & Lincoln Gill 
Last month Connor was awarded the winner of "Leadership 11-17 year old Award" at the 
Hedland Youth Awards.  Connor was recognised for not only his sporting and community 
achievements but also in part for his "Gift Boxes for the Troops" initiative. Lincoln Gill has 
also been recognised as the Junior Sports Star of the month for his accomplishments in 
Judo. Well done to both of these students! 

mailto:admin@fotomakerswa.com.au


 

  Faction Athletics Carnival  

 

The Faction Athletics Carnival will be held on Friday 8th of June, week 8. All 

students from Pre-Primary to Year 6 will be participating in an age race and 

team games. The students have been working hard during their PE lessons and 

Afternoon Athletics Practise to learn and refine their skills and are very excited 

about the upcoming carnival. Attached is the programme of events. 

From our carnival, the Interschool teams will be chosen to represent Baler at the 

Throws Day (26th June) and/or Athletics Day (28th June). 

If you are aware of your child being away on carnival day or not participating 

for any reason, please inform Miss Ward ASAP. 

 

 
 

 

Ms Heidi Ward    

Sports Specialist  

  Years PP, 1-2 Years 3-4 Years 5-6 

8:00-8:20 Students arrive at their classroom to be marked present. 
Teachers send students to designated Faction classroom. 

8:20-8:30 Faction Captains lead their Faction to the oval and sit in 
Faction Bay. 

8:35 Announcements and housekeeping 

8:40-9:00 200m 400m/800m 400m/800m 

9:00-10:10 Track Throws Team Games 

10:10-11:20 Team Games Track Throws 

11:20-12:30 Throws Team Games Track 

12:30-1:00 Lunch 

1:00-1:45 Year Relays and Grand Relay (fastest boy and girl from A 
division in Years 1-6) 

1:45-2:00 Presentations 

2:00-2:20 Clean-up/Pack-up. Students return to class. Dismiss 



CONSTABLE CARE 

VISITING OUR SCHOOL ON 

TUESDAY 5TH June   

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

        Car Park 

It seems as if the car park continues to cause issues.   The car park at the front of the school does not belong to 

the school, it comes under the jurisdiction of the Town of Port Hedland and as such we encourage families to 

direct their concerns and complaints to the Town of Port Hedland.  We are working with the TOPH to investi-

gate solutions but if families continue to express their concerns then we can only hope to move the process along 

a little quicker. We would however like to point out a number of things for the safety of your children and to 

lesson congestion: 

●   Cars parked in bays need to reverse park – this is clearly signed 

●   Those picking up children need to be aware that the ‘kiss and drive bays’ are just that.  Please do not 

park your vehicle there – again this is signed but some families continue to ignore this.  If your children 

are not there waiting then correct protocol is that you move on – do another lap in the hope they will be 

there as you come around next time – this is to avoid congestion which has become very common.  

Rangers have asked the school to start recording number plates of vehicles who park in the kiss and drive 

area. 

●     The gravel area on the corner of Baler Close is able to be used for parking – please park and come over 

to collect your children.  Having them walk / run through the car park is not safe. 

2018 School Fees and Contributions 

School voluntary contributions are overdue. 

Sound Waves Student Book are charges 

therefore payment is required for these text 

books. Payment can be made  by cash, chq 

and EFTPOS at the front office.   

Direct debit into the Baler School account 

 06 6543 1003 0777.  Ref: Student  name  

Thank you to all Parents who have paid con-

tributions and charges for 2018. 

By paying these charges and contributions 

each year the money is being used for the 

school and students. 

Please contact the school office on 91721955 

if you have queries regarding this account. 
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   GALA EVENING UNDER THE STARS 

 
Gala Evening Under the Stars was held at the Port 
Hedland Court House Gallery on Tuesday, 29th 
May 2018.  We would like to acknowledge our stu-
dents and families. It was so great to see so many 
Baler families supporting the Enrichment Kids in our 
first showcase for the year. Our Students had some 
amazing art work and stories on display. Well done 
Baler! You sure are a talented bunch. We would ap-
preciate any feed back from Parents that attended 
this event.  
Please forward to:  baler.ps@education.wa.edu.au  
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  The Flash Mobs 
Schools around the world use Flash Mobs to instil bond and promote a positive environment at 

Baler, flash mobs are used as a catalyst to stimulate the creative self-expression which is emended 

within the music curricula planning.  This approach enables students to learn and contribute their 

performing arts within a healthy and safe atmosphere.  

 

Students engage productively when they know they will be given the opportunity to showcase their 

skills. The best part is seeing their anticipation and enthusiasm to learn songs and dance choreogra-

phies accompanied with musical instruments. The flash mob promotes team work, a sense of be-

longing and accountability to rehearse as a group for a common goal.  

 

Creative self-expression is the common goal which is an innate desire and a reason for a well-

rounded education.  

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Alice Langa  

Music Specialist Teacher  
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Captain Clean Up 

Baler kids were lucky enough to get a visit from Captain Clean Up and watch his hilarious show. 

We learnt how to be “Water Warriors” and how to take more care of our planet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Louisa Larado 

Enrichment Teacher & Wellbeing Coordinator 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi-hIbh_5_bAhUIVrwKHdFMCr0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcaptaincleanup.bandcamp.com%2F&psig=AOvVaw1ZtOP3rBtJXWhKYn-1BC_Z&ust=1527307228570382


 

Baler Wellbeing Update 

Crunch & Sip 

Big congratulations to Kestrel One for winning 

the Term One Crunch&Sip Challenge.  They won 

a healthy cooking session with Mrs Larado, 

where they made Vegelicious Pizzas and Fruity 

Ice Cream. Don’t forget to pack Crunch&Sip in 

your child’s lunch box every day . 
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As a parent you are required to send your child to 
school everyday unless you have provided a reason 
for them to be away.  There are many schools al-

ready using SMS to communicate with parents about unexplained absences. We understand that at 
times life gets busy and parents often forget to write that note or contact the class teacher explaining 
an absence, so to assist Baler PS will be phasing in the use of Message U, an SMS supported platform in 
the next few weeks.  If you have forgotten to provide a reason to the school about why 
your child is away, you will automatically receive a text message advising you of the 
absence. To assist the school staff, please respond as detailed in the message. You do 
not need to install any app or software on your mobile. 

http://www.larplism.catholic.edu.au/
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       Head Lice 

A number of classes at the end of last term had an outbreak of head lice.  I understand this can be very frustrating (and expensive) for families 

who feel they are continually treating their children and must point out that Students are not allowed to attend school with live lice or untreated 

eggs in their hair and as such parents will be contacted and asked to collect their children for treatment. Our school nurse, Chrissy McDowell, has 

provided a cheap and safe alternative to the chemical based treatments on the market. This is included elsewhere in the newsletter for your refer-

ence. 



 



 

 

                    

             

              

Whether you're a parent, carer, aunt, uncle or grandparent it can be a difficult task keeping up with young people and 

technology or even knowing when and how to start the conversation about online safety in your household.  

Meet Screen Smart Parent Tour—our new interactive self-reflective tool that helps parents and carers of pre and 

young teens keep on track with online safety.  

The virtual tour takes you through six important online topics including social media, screen time, personal infor-

mation, inappropriate content, cyberbullying and contact with strangers. Each topic offers practical tips and advice 

on how to allow children to explore safely and manage online issues if they arise. 
  

Take the tour: https://esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Parent%

20Tour&utm_content=Parent%20Tour+CID_5a2aaba436483a8649baecc0c3be410a&utm_source=Email%20marketing%

20software&utm_term=Take%20the%20tour 

https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fesafety.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fi-l-btlhjdt-jrhdujtkk-j%2F&data=02%7C01%7CKaren.Burgess%40education.wa.edu.au%7C8d6c02ba47b9415a411b08d599d015e6%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C636584041
https://esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Parent%20Tour&utm_content=Parent%20Tour+CID_5a2aaba436483a8649baecc0c3be410a&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=Take%20the%20tour
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