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School Vision 

Baler Primary School 

provides a safe, crea-

tive and challenging 

learning environment 

within a multicultural 

and diverse setting. 

In partnership with 

families we strive to 

develop lifelong, inde-

pendent learners who 

have respect for self 

and others and who 

seek excellence. 

Literacy and Numeracy 

together with a strong 

Pastoral Care structure 

are the foundations for 

achieving the potential 

of every student. 

Upcoming   

Events  

Wk 5 2nd Mar-Assembly J6 

Wk 6 5th March-Labour Day  

            (Public Holiday) 

Wk 7  Faction Swim Carnival  

16th March Thurs 

Wk 8  Fri 23rd-Assembly K6 

Wk 9 30th Mar-Good Friday 

Wk 10  2nd Apr-Easter Mon 

             3rd  Apr-Easter Tue 

Dental Screening: 

PP,Yr3,Yr6  Thurs 5th Apr  

Interschool Swim Carnival 

Friday 6th April 

Wk 11 Friday 13th April 

Assembly J4  

Last Day Term 1  

Friday 13th April  

School returning Term 2  

Monday 30th April  

2nd March 2018  From Our Acting Principal 

As we are almost halfway through the term it has been fantastic to see all the new staff, stu-

dents and families in the Baler community settle in so nicely. We really do have some won-

derful new students and staff. The transient nature of our town means that we have a con-

stant flow of families in and out of the school, so I would like to thank all those community 

members who have helped to ensure that all our newcomers feel welcomed into the Baler 

family. 

The word on the street is all about Baler hats at the moment, so I will take this opportunity to announce 

that the P and C will now be selling hats out of the canteen at break times, every school day. This means 

that anyone needing a new hat will not have to wait for uniform shop hours in order to get one- thank you 

so much to the P and C for helping to make it easier for busy parents. Hats are $15 and the canteen will 

operate on a cash only basis.  

As this is a phasing in period of the school hat, I will take this opportunity to address some queries that 

have been coming in regarding these.  The old Baler hats (broadbrim) are perfectly acceptable. Students are 

not being punished for not having a Baler hat. Class teachers will monitor who doesn’t have a Baler hat and 

may contact parents to find out what we can do to help you access one for your child. If a child has a non-

Baler hat, they can still play outside and do PE. If they have no hat, the existing restrictions apply- play in 

the undercover area at break times and sit out in the shade for PE. 

An issue that has come up is the labelling of hats- as they are now all the same, it’s really important that 

your child’s hat has their name on it! I would recommend a stitched on label or a light coloured paint mark-

er to write the name on the underside of the brim. Nice and big! But at the end of the day, we need to 

teach our children about taking responsibility for their property and keeping their hat in only 2 places- on 

their head or zipped into their bag.  

The Baler hat is just one aspect of the uniform policy that we are actively encouraging students to wear. 

There are many reasons to wear a uniform and I would like to share them with you, the parent community, 

and encourage you to support the Baler community by ensuring your child comes to school dressed in their 

uniform. These are the reasons why school uniforms are important: 

• At Baler, we are a Sea of Cultures, but wearing a uniform shows that together, we are one. It says that we 
are all on the same team. GO TEAM BALER! 
• Wearing a uniform shows that whoever you are/wherever you’re from, we all come together as equals. 
• It saves parents money. A Baler hat is only $15 whereas a basketball cap (as an example) costs $30 or 
more. Wearing a uniform is more practical- it means you won’t need as many home clothes (which also 
saves your parents money). 
• Wearing a uniform makes you feel like you belong and are part of our school community. It is a badge of 
pride that creates an identity for our school. 
• Wearing a uniform helps us focus on learning when we are at school, rather than how we look when we 
are at school. It means that you will be judged on how you act, rather than how you look. 
• A uniform raises your expectations of yourself. When you’re dressed well, you will feel more confident 
about how you look and feel about yourself. A school uniform teaches you to dress smartly and take pride 
in your appearance. 
• Wearing a uniform is an important part of being a school student. 
• The local community knows where you belong. 
• Despite what some people might say, uniforms do not stop students from being themselves. Uniforms do 
not silence voices. 
 Have a wonderful long weekend and we will see you all again on Tuesday, 
 

Jemma Key–  

Acting Principal 



 

  Meet Our Student Leadership Team 2018 

 

 

Jenny Zhang                            Head Girl  

Bailey Farber                           Head Boy  

 

Student Councillors: 

Hayley Altschwager                 Student Councillor 

Kamiliyah Mohammed Farid    Student Councillor  

Leila Snell                                Student Councillor  

Doreen Black                           Student Councillor  

Latoya Walker                          Student councillor   

Jasmirah Groom                      Student Councillor 

Connor Gill                               Student Councillor  

Savou Halafihi                          Student Councillor 

Vincent Lockyer                        Student Councillor  

Bhagwat Patel                          Student Councillor  

 

Faction Captains: 

 

Koby Hession                   Triton Faction Captain 

Nickaylah Dann                Triton Faction Captain  

 

Callan Goodwin               Cowrie Faction Captain  

Isabella Amy                    Cowrie Faction Captain 

 

Brock Edwards               Volute Faction Captain 

Indyanna Treloar            Volute Faction Captain   

 

Rashaun Waihi               Nautilsus Faction Captain  

Padraig Wilson               Nautilsus Faction Captain 



From Our Head Boy  

 

 

 

                          From Our Head Girl 

Hi my name is Jenny Zhang and I am currently appointed as the 2018 Head Girl at Baler 
Primary School. If you ever need my help, you can find me at Kestrel 3. I am really excited 
to take on this position and look forward to getting to know all of you.  

 

I was born here in Port Hedland and I absolutely love it here. My sister, Maggie, and I have been a part 
of Baler Primary School since Kindergarten. My hobbies are dancing, playing badminton, swimming, 
playing piano and especially trying out new things. My favourite dishes include Sheppard's pie and Pas-
ta. Yum!  

 

I am an extremely family-oriented person and love spending time with my family. I have a sister called 
Maggie who is really crazy about Emoji’s. She even has a colourful Emoji pillow. I also have really fun 
parents who are always there for me. I also have awesome grandparents who have a big veggie garden 
and both of them also love to cook. I especially love their homemade dumplings. My family back ground 
is China and I love my country. I also have two cats called Molly and Malone who love being lazy and 
sleeping for most of the day.  

Thank you for voting for me and I look forward to a great year with all of you. 

 

From Jenny Zhang  

Head Girl 2018 

 

 

Hi my name is Bailey Farber I’ve been at Baler Primary School for 5 Years  

I started when I was six and now I’m 11.  I’m the new Head Boy for Baler Primary School 2018.  

Outside of School I do lots of sports like Basketball, teeball, baseball and soccer. I have a younger 

brother and he only does teeball.  I have an older sister that’s doing netball. 

 

 From Bailey Farber 

 Head Boy 2018 

 
 

          SCOOTER PARKING AREA 
Parents & Students please be advised there is a new area for SCOOTERS to park in the morning 

for the school day.   Fenced area between Kestrel block and Admin will be locked at 8:20am and 

unlocked at the end of the day. 

Scooters will also be accessible at recess and lunch for riding at break time. 
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As a parent you are required to send your 
child to school everyday unless you have 
provided a reason for them to be away.  
There are many schools already using SMS to communicate with parents about unexplained 
absences. We understand that at times life gets busy and parents often forget to write that 
note or contact the class teacher explaining an absence, so to assist Baler PS will be phasing in 
the use of Message U, an SMS supported platform in the next few weeks.  If 
you have forgotten to provide a reason to the school about why your child is 
away, you will automatically receive a text message advising you of the ab-
sence. To assist the school staff, please respond as detailed in the message. 
You do not need to install any app or software on your mobile. 

Hello Baler Primary School Community! 

My name is Maree Doel and this is my second term as chaplain here at Baler Primary School. I am 
also the chaplain at Hedland Senior High School and have been for the past 2 years.  
 
A little about myself, I am originally from New Zealand, but I  made Australia my home many years 
ago. We moved up to Port Hedland 3 years ago from Perth and just recently bought a house so we 
have no plans to move on any time soon. My husband Barry  and have 7 adult children between us 
and 5 grandchildren. Our extended family live all over the world. We love the Pilbara lifestyle and I 
thoroughly enjoy being a school chaplain!  I also  ride a 125 scooter so wave if you see me around.  

I work for an organisation called YouthCARE who are the chaplaincy service providers for govern-
ment schools in WA. We have chaplains in approximately two thirds of the state’s public schools. 
YouthCARE has had a strong relationship with the Department of Education for over thirty years. 
 
YouthCARE chaplains provide a non-judgmental, independent service which respects all people no matter who they are, where 
they are from or what their personal belief system is. As chaplains we strive to always live up to YouthCARE’s core values of RE-
SPECT, COMPASSION and SERVICE. 
 
My primary role here at Baler Primary School is pastoral care. A chaplain cares for the social, emotional, mental, physical and spir-
itual wellbeing of students, families and staff. Part of this pastoral care involves building relationships, being a mentor/role model, 
being available for one-on-one conversations, running activities and programs for students at school, providing practical help to 
the whole school community and providing a referral link to external mental health and social/emotional wellbeing services in 
South Hedland. 
I work every Wednesday and every second Monday so please feel free to contact me through the front office or touch base when 
you see me around the school. If you would like to make a referral for your child to see me, please let your class teacher know. If 
you would prefer I did not see you child please let the front office know. 

Kind regards 

Maree Doel (Mrs D) 

Indonesian 

By now most students will have been given their log-ins for the Languagenut online learning program provided 

at Baler PS this year.  In the coming weeks each class should have the opportunity to have an introduction lesson 

in either the computer lab or with laptops, I-pads in their classroom. They will be able to access the Language nut 

website outside of school to practise their language topics.           https://resources.languagenut.com/resources/#/

LoginScreen 

Selamat belajar Bahasa Indonesia!       Happy language learning!              Ibu Abdullah 

Aussie of the Month  

Term  1 

Congraulations to  

 Taqiyah Suparman Year  1  

And  

 Savou Halafihi Year  6 
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DENTAL SCREENING NOTIFICATION 

 
It’s approaching that time of year again where our Dental 
Therapy team will be visiting your child’s school to screen 

Pre-Primaries, Year 3’s, Year 6’s and any new or outstand-
ing patients. 

For those unfamiliar with the screening process – it is simply 
a growth and development check by our Dental Officer.  

It is a legal requirement to screen new patients, (and every 3
-4 years in between), prior to receiving any treatment 

through School Dental Services.  
Please note that dental screening is a very quick non-

intrusive process and is not a dental examination.  
 

During the screen, children are lined up and simply need to 
bite together. The process takes approximately 5-10 sec-

onds per child.  
The School Dental Service does not require parents to be 
present or consent to dental Screening. However, if you 

wish to opt your child out of dental screening, please contact 
the clinic immediately to advise. 

 
If you have any queries regarding dental screening, please 

contact the clinic on  
9172 1912 (Monday, Thursdays and Fridays 7:30am-

3:30pm) 
Warmest regards, School Dental Therapy Staff  

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

  

 
 

        Car Park 

It seems as if the car park continues to cause issues.   The car park at the front of the school does not belong to 

the school, it comes under the jurisdiction of the Town of Port Hedland and as such we encourage families to 

direct their concerns and complaints to the Town of Port Hedland.  We are working with the TOPH to investi-

gate solutions but if families continue to express their concerns then we can only hope to move the process along 

a little quicker. We would however like to point out a number of things for the safety of your children and to 

lesson congestion: 

●   Cars parked in bays need to reverse park – this is clearly signed 

●   Those picking up children need to be aware that the ‘kiss and drive bays’ are just that.  Please do not 

park your vehicle there – again this is signed but some families continue to ignore this.  If your children 

are not there waiting then correct protocol is that you move on – do another lap in the hope they will be 

there as you come around next time – this is to avoid congestion which has become very common.  

Rangers have asked the school to start recoding number plates of vehicles who park in the kiss and drive 

area. 

●     The gravel area on the corner of Baler Close is able to be used for parking – please park and come over 

to collect your children.  Having them walk / run through the car park is not safe. 

2018 School Fees and Contributions 

School voluntary contributions are overdue. 

Sound Waves Student Book are charges 

therefore payment is required for these text 

books. Payment can be made  by cash, chq 

and EFTPOS at the front office.   

Direct debit into the Baler School account 

 06 6543 1003 0777.  Ref: Student  name  

Thank you to all Parents who have paid con-

tributions and charges for 2018. 

By paying these charges and contributions 

each year the money is being used for the 

school and students. 

Please contact the school office on 91721955 

if you have queries regarding this account. 



 

CHANGES TO OUR NEWSLETTER  
We would like to advise Parents & Caregivers of our changes to the way 
we keep in contact with our families. From 2018 we will continue to 
post our newsletter, term planners and daily notifications via our 
Skoolbag app. Please see above for your pathway to keeping in touch 
with us. Limited paper copies will be available from the office only. 

http://www.larplism.catholic.edu.au/
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Golden Bin 

Awards Winners 
    THIS FORTNIGHT GOLDEN BIN WINNERS ARE 

  SP 5    Egret 1   Osprey 1  

Jabiru  4     Kestrel 6 



C Y C L O N E  I N F O R M AT I O N  F O R  PA R E N T S  
Cyclone Watch/Warning: 

Children are to attend school as per normal. 

 

 

AFTER THE CYCLONE 

If a Red Alert is called after 2.00pm schools will generally be closed the following day to allow for assessment and repair of serious 

damage.  Please continue to listen to the radio to receive information as to when schools will open. 

Staff and student cannot return or enter school grounds until the school has been assessed and meets all safety and 

health standards 

 

Please keep yourself informed via the radio, until all threats from the cyclone is past. 

Blue Alert 
In a blue alert the school will usually remain open. 

If a Yellow Alert is predicted and likely to be declared at some time during the school day the school will not open and chil-

dren are to remain at home. 

 

If the school is to close, this information will be broadcasted via the following local radio stations.  Emergency information is 

broadcasted at approximately ¼ past the hour.  The frequency of the updates will depend on the type of cyclone alert.   

School closure will be broadcasted between 6.15am and7.45am.  

 

ABC Radio (Official Broadcast) 

Spirit Radio  (Unofficial Broadcast)  

 

The closure advice will be repeated each morning until the decision to re-open the school is made. 

Yellow Alert 

If a Yellow Alert is declared during a school day, the following will occur: 

 

Yellow Alert before 12:00:  – students can be picked up immediately from their classroom.  The school will close at lunch 

time.  Students will not be sent home until instructions are received from parents. 

 

Yellow alert after 12:00: – students can be picked up immediately from their classroom.  The school will close at the usual 

time.  Students will not be sent home until instructions are received from parents. 

 

Yellow alert after 14:00:  - If a Yellow Alert is called at or after 2.00pm schools will generally be closed the following day.  

Please continue to listen to the radio to receive information as to when schools will open. 

Red Alert 

The School will remain closed during a Red Alert. 

In the event that a Red Alert is proclaimed after 2.00pm, schools will remain closed the following day. 

In the event that a Red Alert is proclaimed after 2.00pm but subsequently cancelled, the Regional Executive Director in con-
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