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School Vision 

Baler Primary School 

provides a safe, crea-

tive and challenging 

learning environment 

within a multicultural 

and diverse setting. 

In partnership with fami-

lies we strive to develop 

lifelong, independent 

learners who have re-

spect for self and others 

and who seek excel-

lence. 

Literacy and Numeracy 

together with a strong 

Pastoral Care structure 

are the foundations for 

achieving the potential 

of every student. 

Upcoming Events  

 

Wk 3 16th Feb-Assembly K5 

 

Wk 5 2nd Mar-Assembly J6 

 

Wk 6 5th March-Labour Day  

            (Public Holiday) 

Wk 7 Faction Swimming 

 Carnival (TBC) 
 

 

2nd February 2018  From the Principal, 

Welcome back! I hope all families enjoyed a wonderful break.  We have an exciting year ahead of us and 

welcome fifteen new staff members some of whom have been profiled in this newsletter for you information.  

I would also like to take the opportunity to welcome Mrs Sue Bray back to her role as Deputy Principal in a 

part time capacity following extended leave over the last few years. Mrs Bray will join myself, Ms Keys 

(DP), Mrs Efthyvolous (DP) and Mrs Nordmann (MCS) to form the administrative team at Baler PS.   

Newsletters 

In 2018 all future newsletters will be sent home via email.  We encourage all families to make sure the office has your 

correct email address so that you receive the newsletter.  It will also be available on the Baler Primary School app. During 

Term 1 as we phase in this process newsletters will also be provided in paper format.  As of Term 2 the newsletter will 

only be available digitally. Newsletters will be available on the last Wednesday of every month. 

Cyclone Season 

As we are well and truly in the middle of cyclone season I encourage all families to familiarise themselves with the en-

closed procedures regarding school closures should Hedland go on cyclone alert.  These procedures are applicable to all 

schools in Hedland. 

Vision Process  

On Monday and Tuesday, staff  have been very busy developing Baler PS’s shared vision.  It is important for a school and 

a community to have a vision to guide our work.  This vision becomes our statement that helps us to make decisions 

around school direction. There are many ‘bells and whistles’ in education and many, many new initiatives that at times it 

makes it impossible for us to be able to ‘do everything’.  By developing a shared school vision we are able to focus on 

what is important to us, our students and our community - directing time, physical and financial resources into these areas. 

P&C and School Council representatives were invited to join us in developing this vision and once the final version is 

published this will be shared with all families. 

School Development  Days 

Term 1 is a long one!   

Please note that in 2018 the network has proposed to change some of our School Dev days to Fridays.  This gives us more 

opportunities to attract quality professional development to the region.  Please note the School Development Days for 

2018 below::  

Term 1:    Mon 29 & Tue 30th Jan 

Term 2:    Fri 1st June 

Term 3:    Fri 3rd Aug 

Term 4:    Mon 8th Oct & Fri 14th Dec 
 

Parent information sessions and Interviews 

Please keep an eye out for information from your children’s classroom teacher in regards to a classroom information ses-

sion.  These sessions will be held sometime in the first three weeks of school (31st Jan  - 16th Feb) and are designed to give 

you an opportunity to not only meet your child’s teacher but also to hear how things will operate in their classroom.  I 

encourage all families to take advantage of these sessions. 

Whilst the Information Sessions are not designed as interviews but more as general information dissemination there will 

be opportunities for individual parent teacher interviews during Term 1.  Teachers will be publishing availability and again 

I encourage parents to make a time to have a one on one conversation with the classroom teacher.  This is your opportunity 

to share information about your child and ask any questions that may be more specific to your child. 

Water bottles / Hats 

All students must bring a water bottle to school each day –  with our very hot and humid weather students become dehy-

drated very quickly and as such we encourage them to have access to their water bottles in the classrooms.   

During 2017 staff, students, P&C and School Council (as representatives of the parent body) were involved in reviewing 

the school’s uniform policy.  This review went through a number of consultative processes and was endorsed by the 

School Council in August last year.  I would like to remind all students that they are required to wear the Baler PS bucket 

hat.  This hat is compliant with the Department of Education’s Sun Smart policy and is available from the uniform shop. 

 

Karen Burgess - Principal 

Weeks 1-3 

Parent Information 
Session  

in  Classrooms. 

*Class teacher to 
advise date and time. 



 

 

  

Meet Our New Staff 
 Hi, my name is Tristan Baldwin and I am the classroom teacher for the year 3's of Jabiru 2 this year at 

Baler Primary School.  This is my first time in the Pilbara and I'm enjoying it so far and looking forward to 

the rest of the year. I enjoy playing music and all kinds of physical activities and sports which I intend to 

incorporate into my teaching throughout the year. 

Hi everyone, my name is Jessica O’Neill and I moved from Perth to Hedland over the holidays to 
begin my teaching career in a split 5/6 class. This will be my first year of teaching since finishing uni-
versity and I am so excited to be a part of the Baler community.  

This year is going to be heaps of fun, filled with of lots of learning and new adventures. I hope you 
have all had a wonderful holiday and I look forward to meeting you.   

Hello, my name is Tara Fitzgerald and I am the Year Four teacher in Jabiru 6. I am passionate 

about The Arts, especially playing my ukulele. I moved to Hedland last term and I love being 

apart of the Baler community!” 

Hi there! My name is Kiran Gibbon and I am new to Baler Primary School (excuse me in advance if you 
see me looking a little lost around the school!). I will be one of the Year 2 Teachers, and I am excited to 
see what this year has installed for both myself, staff and the students! I have grown up in Margaret Riv-
er in South West Western Australia, well known for it’s surfing and outdoor lifestyle, which are both key 
interests of mine outside of school (although I think the surfing might take a break for a while). As a 
teacher, I enjoy seeing students grow academically and socially. To achieve this, I will work with the stu-
dents to overcome challenges and support them accomplishing their personal goals on a regular basis. I 
am looking forward to meeting you at some stage throughout the year!  

Hi everyone, my name is Miss Amber Burkhalter (Miss B) and I am a year 1 teacher in Osprey block. I have 
recently moved from Perth to start my first teaching position here at Baler. I’m looking forward to be a 
part of the Hedland community. 

As a parent you are required to send your child to school everyday unless you have provided a reason for them to be away.  There 
are many schools already using SMS to communicate with parents about unexplained absences. We understand that at times life 
gets busy and parents often forget to write that note or contact the class teacher explaining an absence, so to assist Baler PS will be 
phasing in the use of Message U, an SMS supported platform in the next few weeks.  If you 
have forgotten to provide a reason to the school about why your child is away, you will au-
tomatically receive a text message advising you of the absence. To assist the school staff, 
please respond as detailed in the message. You do not need to install any app or software 
on your mobile. 



 

  
Meet Our New Staff 

 Hello! My name is Sofiya Sam-Sophie for short. I am a new graduate teacher. I’m excited to 
announce I will be teaching kindergarten one day per week at Baler Primary School, I will also 
be coordinating the pre-kindergarten playgroup for one day and for the rest of my school 
week I will be assisting and providing my services for relief teaching across all year levels. 
When not teaching I can be found exploring the great outdoors, watching Netflix and studying 
for my Master of Human Rights degree. I am very much looking forward to meeting you and 
your children! 

 Hello everyone. Welcome back to school. My name is Varin Rikhraj and students address 

me as Mr. Rick. I recently relocated to Port Hedland from Perth and do look forward to 

teaching my Year 5/6 class at Baler PS this year. My hobbies include working out, cooking, 

dining-out, travelling and watching loads of movies. Please feel free to drop by to say hello 

as it would be wonderful to get to know all of you. Good luck and have an extremely fruitful 

and constructive year! 

Hello, my name is Nicola Muir and I will be teaching Year One in Osprey 2. I am really excited 
to work with the Baler Primary School community. When I’m not teaching, I love exploring 
the great outdoors and you’re likely to find me surfing, snorkelling, camping or hiking in my 
spare time. I also love to travel and I’m always making plans for my next adventure! I look 
forward to helping your child learn and grow, and we will be sure to have lots of fun along the 
way! 

Hello everyone and welcome to 2018. My name is Miss Denney and I am very excited 

to be working in the pre primary classroom every Wednesday's and getting to know 

many more students as I will be working around the school Monday's and Tuesday's. 

My favourite thing about the Pilbara lifestyle is getting out on the boat and going fish-

ing with my family. I look forward to meeting you all and learning as much as we can 

together.  

Hi everyone, My name is Alice Langa and I am teaching Music at Baler PS this year. I wish to 
provide opportunities to enhance students success in achievement and performance in music 
and arts. I also aim to stimulate community respect and support through creating a successful 
music program which inspire learning and can be regarded as the soul of the school. 
Look forward to meet the students and their families this year. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

      

  

 
 

        Car Park 

It seems as if the car park continues to cause issues.   The car park at the front of the school does not belong to 

the school, it comes under the jurisdiction of the Town of Port Hedland and as such we encourage families to 

direct their concerns and complaints to the Town of Port Hedland.  We are working with the TOPH to investi-

gate solutions but if families continue to express their concerns then we can only hope to move the process along 

a little quicker. We would however like to point out a number of things for the safety of your children and to 

lesson congestion: 

●   Cars parked in bays need to reverse park – this is clearly signed 

●   Those picking up children need to be aware that the ‘kiss and drive bays’ are just that.  Please do not 

park your vehicle there – again this is signed but some families continue to ignore this.  If your children 

are not there waiting then correct protocol is that you move on – do another lap in the hope they will be 

there as you come around next time – this is to avoid congestion which has become very common.  

Rangers have asked the school to start recoding number plates of vehicles who park in the kiss and drive 

area. 

●     The gravel area on the corner of Baler close is able to be used for parking – please park and come over 

to collect your children.  Having them walk / run through the car park is not safe. 



 

CHANGES TO OUR NEWSLETTER  
We would like to advise Parents & Caregivers of our changes to the way 
we keep in contact with our families. From 2018 we will continue to 
post our newsletter, term planners and daily notifications via our 
Skoolbag app. Please see above for your pathway to keeping in touch 
with us. Limited paper copies will be available from the office only. 

http://www.larplism.catholic.edu.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

      



C Y C L O N E  I N F O R M AT I O N  F O R  PA R E N T S  
Cyclone Watch/Warning: 

Children are to attend school as per normal. 

 

 

AFTER THE CYCLONE 

If a Red Alert is called after 2.00pm schools will generally be closed the following day to allow for assessment and repair of serious 

damage.  Please continue to listen to the radio to receive information as to when schools will open. 

Staff and student cannot return or enter school grounds until the school has been assessed and meets all safety and 

health standards 

 

Please keep yourself informed via the radio, until all threats from the cyclone is past. 

Blue Alert 
In a blue alert the school will usually remain open. 

If a Yellow Alert is predicted and likely to be declared at some time during the school day the school will not open and chil-

dren are to remain at home. 

 

If the school is to close, this information will be broadcasted via the following local radio stations.  Emergency information is 

broadcasted at approximately ¼ past the hour.  The frequency of the updates will depend on the type of cyclone alert.   

School closure will be broadcasted between 6.15am and7.45am.  

 

ABC Radio (Official Broadcast) 

Spirit Radio  (Unofficial Broadcast)  

 

The closure advice will be repeated each morning until the decision to re-open the school is made. 

Yellow Alert 

If a Yellow Alert is declared during a school day, the following will occur: 

 

Yellow Alert before 12:00:  – students can be picked up immediately from their classroom.  The school will close at lunch 

time.  Students will not be sent home until instructions are received from parents. 

 

Yellow alert after 12:00: – students can be picked up immediately from their classroom.  The school will close at the usual 

time.  Students will not be sent home until instructions are received from parents. 

 

Yellow alert after 14:00:  - If a Yellow Alert is called at or after 2.00pm schools will generally be closed the following day.  

Please continue to listen to the radio to receive information as to when schools will open. 

Red Alert 

The School will remain closed during a Red Alert. 

In the event that a Red Alert is proclaimed after 2.00pm, schools will remain closed the following day. 

In the event that a Red Alert is proclaimed after 2.00pm but subsequently cancelled, the Regional Executive Director in con-



 

 


